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bg oh many oxceliias s which the 
dr Lord as thus preſe topo given unto 
"i Eleft , for to diſcover the- Myſtery off 
Iniquity - ard to dirett them in the way which 
ak toeternall life, this little Treatiſe  « 
choice and chiefe ow. Thon art therefore] * 
. deſired to perufe the ſame with an underſtan- 
| a _ cn eg heart : and ſo doing 1 
ne oe through Gods bleſſing on thy lo 
Ne, bur they: reap winch os wh 'and 

. * thereby. I have ſet @ forth raft 
i a a. 640M the a ace "a Lo | 

# eſo every where: 
*. EUN AMRCANS £0 ———— 4 Chur- 
j--  ches, aud to help forward the building up of 
Gods Houſe. 5 £: fo prayes he, wbo vrhas jd 
thaw _ $6 ht. 
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£ An Expoſitimof the 13. . Chapter 
-__._. works,tread him under foot, and trinmpk ' 

CEDITe ig yidory overhim: He on the contrarie 
WIS : - cok aboured as carneſtly to reſiſt God; 

*-  #anc ceiye the Nations, - and-to bring al 
Thto condemnation and deſtruction with 
with himſelf. And amongſt the manifold 
waies and means, which Satan hath devi- 
tedand practiſed, to manifeſt his malice a- | 7 

oainſt God and his Saints, none hath bee}. < 

moredangerous , / nor-more availeable to Ic 
further iniquity , and cauſe deſtru&tion; |} © 
then the Antichriſtian -peneration , which || 
vinder the title of the Church and Spouſe tt 
of Chriſt , and Miniſters of the Goſpell, Al 

ayerorrupted the carthpahd brotght the! c 

Nations into miſerable bondage o fla © 

verie. A 

In this x 3 Chapter is declared the ſtate, 
- Policy, and proceeding of the Antichriftr 
an Dominion and Kin dorm, as the ſane 
was fignified and foreſhewed to [ohn. the 


[on Ne ſeryant of Jeſus Chriſt”, in a ' threefold 


forme, 


Firſt, by a Beaſt Hig ws put. 6 
the Ge. having 7 heads,an Xo ho 
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Fans y a Beaft gommi 
NJ the earth, En two ko 
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of the Revelation of Teſias Chrifls %. 
the Lamb but ſpake likethe Dragons 
\perſe IT,I251 3>I4» ; 
* Thirdly, by an'image of the firſt beaſt, | 
pres 4 the ſecond beaſt cauſed them + 
thar dwelt on the earth to make, as in 
erſ-14-I5,16,17,18. ; | 
As the Dominion of the Medes, Perfix 
as and Grecians ( which perſecuted' and” 
deſtroyed the holy people of God; the 
lews) were {ipnified and foreſtiewed” to. 
Daniel in a a. under the formes of- ſe- 
veral] beaſts, according to the qualities: of 
thoſe Donunijons ; ry the Antichriſt;-" 
an dominion which perſecured rhe Char 

'ches and people of Chriſt, was foreſhew- 
ed ro F ; SI Rs the formes of ſuch Beaſts 
35 arg here deſcribed, orrmoK: we. may 
learne that as reaſon and Jud os is riot 
to be expetted 1 in'a beaſt, equitle and 
right is not to be expected | in aſs.» domi- 


'mon,burt the contrarie. 


Concerning the firſt of theſe beaſts, [oy | 


Aayth. That as I ftpod upon the ſea ſand. 1 


{co a bea#t riſe up ont of the ſea haxing ſeven 
heads and 10 hornes, ana upon his hornes. 0s 
(roynes:and #pon his heads the names of blaſ- 
peed And the beaSF which T- ſavy was like 


Ah: and his 1 ac he ts, of. 
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. band by month as 


and the dragon - gaue | Bip a we foo bis 


tat 1nd ; po auethoritic.. | 
"this firſt bealt wasfigri 


_ ſome fate of people and body 


ble man 


> I p:eſaine no reaſahab 
inthe. hom -a99 will de 
He & it hath been yd) it is there 6 be 


ſcene that ſuch Rates an dominions ye 
God: hath" iiſed as reds, and ſcourges 


<4) © 


withall, have been rep reſented by bi alts. 


- 


X zoand dominion th - arc of two ſorts. 
er -Eccleſjaltical G Eivikbur of which : 


FER Sane meant ) oe Fath been | 
tion. M any underſtand 


= the Si PPporl = Exiany; eter which I 


: nnoe.£onſent,becauſe the Romane Em- 


= © orleyned of God and is therefore 2 


Dominion, Bur the Dominion here | 


epreſented,is {; layd to be from the d 
Lak bit old: rpent the Deuill, who is fayd Ro 
give his. power and his throncandg 
thoritte unto. it; .and therefore uy; oft: 


neither can I conteave it to be any other ' 


civil dominion forthe ſame reaken Bat ro 


be ſhort I vnderſtand' to be an Eectehs- 


OE, Ros or Daten IE 


aſe and cortect his Chirch aid 560 pf 


of 


obſerved and * iyed, Thefe 
| | Counfels(or as the Catholicks.c: 


of the Revilation of Tefins Ebriſt. 
that Dominion which is ealted _—_ 
likeChatrch repreſcntatine,corl THE nh 
Prelacy and Freifthood of 
2s Patriarches, Cardinalls,Archbiſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, with divers other ele&ted i 
who being called and gathered int6 Coutts 


| ſells or Synods , (uſually called geriedll 


Counſells ) did afurpe 4 take off then 
the office ofTeſus Chriſt in makirig kiwes 
and Canons,ereCting Courts,infticuting of 


Y fices and officers in matters of R 


as for the government of the ChareHh And 
for the worſhip of God) tobe of al wenn 


ir \the 
Carholicke. Cliyech repreſentative, hae 


[| challenped and exerciſed ſpiritual! autho- 


| theit laws and canons y ride pos 


'nitie: 3 '4S. all 


EW LS, 


ritie an CIO 5g 9g to _ tots.Dy 
oner all kindreds ton 


verned them as one” tiniue fall or Cat : 
licke Church;& made them-allo ro Jeri 
their decrees and commanndemet & for db- 
drine;thisthay have done both: befo 
alſo ſince rhe Pope was exalted ro his di 
tittto) the Church I 
»So that it hathbee EI 
| Fa lon han te s Caibolick 
A_/ 


8 cDAn Expoſuionof the13, (hapter *|* 
the antthotitie of the Pope,or the Catho: 
lick Church in cafes of Religion be the 
greater.And whereas it is faid in the I24 
yerſe that the ſecond beaſt exerciied all the 
—_ of the firſt Beaſt before him, there-. 

y is confirmed the truerh of this expoliti- 
on-For the ſecond Beaſt being. the . Pope ' 
as hereafter is ſhewed(hath exerciſed the || it 
power of the Catholick Church or 
generall countels,and not of any other ſtate Þ| tl 
or Dominion. fi 
- Further that this is the firſt beaſt bere pre- Þ v 
ſented that which followeth(throughGods Þ tl 
JE'pe) ſhall make manifeſt and apparant, | c« 

Bur before I doe proceed] deſire the rea- ff th 
LA to obſerye that I do. not condemne all } c 

vle of counſells and Synods., but doe hold I t} 
that. diyers churches may lawfully be af- Þ re 
 {enibled together;to conſult and adviſe of I Ic 


watterSeconcerning Religion,and the Wor: 


- 


at 6 Mas a oa 


ſhip of God, for their inſtru@tion & infor: } B 
 anation/pttheir Indgements,and ſoa good | B 
and holy.yſe may be thereof. Bnt that any IU At 
| my; bane {uch power over the church I p 
of Chriſt, as. to impole ypon them their f- 
comandements for doctrine; and uſury the 
goverment ofthe Churches,and to-rule and 
FFigneoverthem by their lawes and. Ca; 
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nons,and preſeribe rules and formes how 
God will Fe wo d, as theſe generall 
counſells haue done;that I doe deny.as be-_ | 
ing contrarie to the perfeton of the holy | a»; 
&ctiprures.and the practiſe of the Apoſtles NAY 
and Elders of the -Church of Terufalem, g.,-.4,2 
'who being aſſembled together did profeſle Reve.22, 
it to be a tempting of God to layſ{uch a yok 18. _ 
: | on the diſciples necks ,as the obſerving of 4% 15, 
I the Iewiſh ceremonies,vwhich Peng Fave my 


full to do , it is uuch more ynla to de- 


o* . of the Revelatiowef Teſin (wit, 6 


- U viſe andimpoſe any other. And therefore. 

J the fayd aſſembly of the Apoſtles & Elders: 
: | concluded to lay no greater burden vpon. 
the diſciples;th nto abſtaine from ſuch oe 


ceſlary things ker were ſim ly evil in | 
= . «0. RE. - « . AA, If, 
them felues gs fornication, or elſe ewll in .g 19, 


reſpect of offence,as meate offered to &c., 
Idols,blood and things: ſtrangled. 

| Now to proceed. firlt it is faid of this - 
Beaſt. 'Thart hee did riſe up our of the ſea, « 
By his riſing yp was foreſhewd thar the - - 
Antichriſtian Po icie ſhould ariſe from” A 
Poore and meane eſtate to great riches and 
onour in the world, whieh we and for- 
mer generations have ſeene to the utter-- 
moſt fulfilled. For dayes there were 'when * 
the.Chyrches of Chriſt both Miniſters and 
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te were bated , deffiifed, and perſe> 
Ertinthe world, ; ſpoiled of their 
Wo gazing-ſtocks and wonders, and af 
with all kitde of cruelcy , as hiſto- 
© ries beth ſacredaud tmaane do abunganr- 
IS ly > ihe ifie and declare. The Apoftle Payl 
* of himfelf aad his fellow-bretheren 
22 te Mintitas of the” Goſpelt,  thar they 
© +, weteas then appalled to death: and iti 
' _ ,, theaccatito 
{ fire, and of ſcouring of alt ys. 
_  fincethisbealtly Ore faccee- 


Miniſters of the G hd the Biſhops 
ouer Gods people, Ind rnganes by 
ny 


8, chemſeles over te Nthis, i 
FC. *: the multitudes, and pev ples, and Narivons, 


| [Rev 183 and Tongues, urider oy Iurifaietion, ule f 


be 
7. J.2. that they are become the rear mienof the 


earth; andare waxed. ri through the a 
bundance of their delicacies: This my- 


ſterie of iniquity was woiking in the Apo- 


; | the- Church thoſe that defired world 
| pompe aud. promotion, ad werenotcorn-” 
pe es Lon He- 


WO, 


the world, as the” filth; WA | 
| ded the Chutch , and un unger rhe titles of 
and Dominion, and tliey have $0: tiſen' up, | 


ſtles time;. for there. were theri crept. mo 


tu 
are 


oo 
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| tudes; and nations;peoples;and Fongues, 
are erelembled by "EIN therefore the 


"A 5 IRA 


_ of the Reytlationof Teſs Chriſt; Ir + 
ritage> but thelt ambirious deſires conld 
not then be ſatisfied , there was a ler in the 
way that hindered it, which lets being re« 
moyed, their purp of es ({oone after) rook 
effe&; fitly therefore is this generation {aid 
<0 riſe up (in reſpe& of thoſe & whoſe firc= 
ceſſours they boaſt themſelves ro ne) The 
former bold; no certaine _ ng” places, 


I but were exp pO , cold, 
| raketheſie, buſi ks "A gon thefe lat- 
ter haye their Lo! 


Houſes, warlike 
Caſtles, and Princetike Palaces they have 
their Rents , Royetiue S and abundance of 


ET I 
rcp rel $obeInd rich apparell, 
| they rule ike LStdgover the peopleand 


pO 5 | 
the le 6 of; their i Dondimalan is this 


png riſen vp and exalted as all may 


: fee that liſt ro minde it. 


The Place from whence this Beaft is ſaid | 
toriſe up, is the ſea, The naturall ſea wee 
know is the gathering together of many 
waters, Gen. 1.9. Io. A Likething 
mult that be oat of which this beaft was 
to rile, Bur in the. I7. Chaprer , Multi- 
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iz An Expoſtiwonof the.13 Chapter 
gathering together of ſuch into one body 
olitike, mayrightly be reſembled by the 
Sea. Thus then the truth ſtandeth, By the 
riſing up of this Beaſt out of the Sea, was |} 
foreſhewed, that thoſe many waters (that 
1s, the people, and multitudes , and Nati- 
ons, and Tongues , not onely under the 
Romane Empire : but moſt nations and 


eople of the World) being gathered into _ 
= Sea, or Ecdefiaſticall State , ſhould 


breed and bring forth this Monſter. 

SA .. Forthe being of two contrary ſorts 2 
"+ > . theſeedof the Serpent , and the ſeed of 
7, , the Woman, Childrenof the Kingdom, 
* _ andchildrenof the wicked ;z unto c'S ONe 
ſort the Word of God {the adminiſtra- 
HOY tion thereof) is the favour of life unto life, + 
FE,  -. entotheother fort it is the ſavour of death + 
Ke) unto death. The one fort feare God ,and 
: will obey him-rather then man ; 'The other * 
EP feare and reverence the arme of fleſh,more *. 


then they do the living God. Theſe (as F 


* . 


, ous 'wwnd on, m4 _}_ DV — _ 


-t B go Xs: wn oy me: wn. wes 


F 


g 
| Jghr and darkneſli e) bein contrary one t0 F 
another ; the one being of Chriſt , the o- | 


ther of Beljal ; how therefore ſhould : 
they in things conceraing , God, and &} | 
Chriſt,Faith and Religion ,agrtce together? |} 1 

f God; cannor but | 


Thole which be'o 


© 
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of the Revelation of Teſs (rift. I3 
witnefſe againſt thoſe that | be of- rhe 


| world, becauſe their deeds are evill. Thoſe 


. which are of the world , are heady, high- 


in one Flock ; the true end o 


minded, proud boaſters, wiſe in their own 
conceit, and therefore ſcorne to be rebu- 
ked, and hate to be reformed. Theſe be- 
ing together in the world as Wheat and 
Tares in one field; and as Ir and Goats 
the admi- 


A. aiftration of the Wandot Cod bat ben 


4 
] 
: 
? 
t 


Þ. worſhip fervice;and government, 


to call and ſeparate the one from the 0- 


| ther, the precious fromthe vile, beleevers 


from infidels. But notwithſtanding , this 


| generation thought it ro be wiſdom to 


take a CONtrary courle 4 namely, ro br ing 
all people of all ſorts ro be one Church , 


Þ} andlikewiſeunto uniformity in Religion. 
' And becauſe it could nor be effected by 


the Word of God (that {word of the Spi- 


+Þ-rit) they procured the help of worldly 
'F governours to bring it to. paſſe by thee 


power and command. By which device 


and policic theſe many waters , that is, the 
*F Nations and people have been gathered 


into one Church , and Ecclefiaſticall body 


| potekohers repreſented b the Sea, and 


ave been brought to uſe all one order or 


But , 


I4. An Expoſition of the 12, Chapter 


- Bur this couformitie ngt being proc- | 


red through love;burt conſtrained by feare, 
was but an humane deviſe,and worldly po- 
licy, and no divine Inftitution, and there- 
fore could not be u pho Iden, maintained, 


and:continued by che Ward of God, and *J 


the adminiſtratipn of a ferviceable Mini- 
ſtery”; bur by the over-ruling 'power of 4 
Lordly Prelacie , whereupon it was 
thought meet that Synods or Counlels of 
the chicfeft of the Prelates and Cleargit 


'of divers Dominions ſhould be gathered * 


Together to make Laws and Canons,which 


{1 all men ſhould be conſtrained by penall 

| Laws to obſerve and yeeld obedience un- 

to, and {o m_ and unitje might be "gd 
in * 


ſerved aud kept amongſt thew. An 


- Jhort rime it came to-paſle , that whatſo- 


> CaT 


 Evertheſe Synods or Counſels did agree 


upon, and fet down , (how falſe ſoeyer ) 


was to be held Canonicall , and thoſe that | 


contradicted the ſame , were therefore 
caſt out and condemned as Heretikes. 


This was the manner and the occa-. 
'fion of :the riſing of this Beaft out of} 


"this twrbuleut Sea. And here by the way 


, obſerve, "That every good giving, and por- | 
Ye, © Fai of 


'e, That every. x 
fett gift 3s from aboye; from the 


is oo Sn Awe am aa E mA = oo Ec 


© lights J: 


' of the Revelationof Jeſis (friſt, "x5 


lights : But this Beaſt is from the Seabe- 


mo not from qt Kay not 
longing to the ki Chriſt, Bot 
an ns and enimie thereof — _ 


* heads,a thing which monſtrous in nature; 


| conſidered, 
{. ty of the Antichriſtian Sea, is of two forts 


{ 


And therefore by this wasforeſhewed thar 


the dominion repreſented by this bealt 


ſhould be a monttrons dominion. 
Concerning thele hrads , let this be 
d Ther the whole ſtate or ſocie- 


of prople ; the one ſort they call the 


(ltargie, the other fort the Layetie. Of 
' theſe; the Cleargie are as heads and guides 
| todire& and po before, and the. Laietie 4s 
F ithe body , or rather the tayle , to, i9uaw 

Cleargie are forted into {even orders or 


degrees, namely { to ſpeake in cheir lan- 
guage) Is Janitores ſew oftieryy* 2: Letta- 


Tee 23> Exorciſt qo eAclitinn 5: Sub- 


'are the (cyan; orders of the Antichriſtian 
4} Cleargie. As for Popes, Cardinals, Pa- 
ttiarches ,Arch-biſhops , Biſhops ,- Arch- 
and not of order, Fox the Pope 1s-vur a 


> —— _ -— 


Prieſt 
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46 ÞAnExpoſtionofthe i Chapter 
Prieft concerning his orders , and when he 
ſtands at the Altar and faith Maile; he doth | 
-that as Prieſt, and not as a Pope, and ſo of i t 
all other degrees. This confidered,it may Þ r 
well bee ſaid of the” Anti-chriſtian Syna- | | 
gopue and State, thatit'iis as a Monſter | 
with ſeven heads. As for the Miniſters F't 
which God harth' ordained 'to be in his Þ 5 
Church, they are firft Apoſtles , ſecondly Fr 
Prophets, thirdly Teachers,&c. x Cor.12, | 4 
'28,8c. See 4fo, Rom. 12:6,7,1. & Eph, 
411;12,T3. And theſe onely were! given | tl 
| for the gathering together of the Saints, |'h 
for the work of the Miniftery, and for the } d 
edification of the body «f (hrist. ' Not {ome 
"to have a bunch of] Keys, with a charge of Þ ve 
| the doors of this or that Temple or Cay th 
of thedrall Church ; Another to have a- book } <« 
toreadto the people things which neither | C 
he nor they wid underſtand. A third: to. Þ} Þ« 
Have a Book of Conurations or: Charmies, Y t 
-with charge to read them, or ſay. by:heart;'}| i 
-_ to ſuchas were diſtracted of their wits, of. he 
. poſſefed with ,Divels, and to pur theirs 
hands upon them._ A fourth, to havea Ta 
'peror Wax-candle, with a-Candleſtick to} 
«Carry before the Prieſts .and Deacons ,:in 
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'Y of the Revelation of Teſua Chriſt, 33 
ef A fiſt; torecive of the people obla- 
3} tions and offerings, and to deliver them to: 
f& the Deaconto carry to the 'Altar , to 
7 | Tead ; the. Epiſtle , and to ſtand by" the 
- T Preiſt while A was ſaying the Maſe, -- 

r 4 A f{ixth tobethe Biſhops ſpic and in- 
s [tclligencer to informe him of ſuch as be 
s | irrcoular, and obſerve nor their orders, to 
Y 


{_ read the Goſpel, attend the Prieft at the 


» | Altar,&&c, On - OY +.- -a6 
«| A ſeventh, to confecrate the Hoaſt, as. oy: 


n. | they call it, and then to offer it as a facri- - 

5, Jifice propitiatory for the quick "and 3 4 
T2 R | F332, q,*E- 
e | Theſeare notthey which God hath gi- 
f þ vento be in the Church ; Bur rheſe are 
© | they whereof the Antichriſttm Clearpite: 
k 4 conſiſteth , for whoſoever is one of th 2 
x | Clecargic, is one of theſe ſeyenorders , be  * : 
he Pope, Prelate, or elſe whatſoever, and : 


« 
s } to note and foreſhew this point of policy, 


"7 this Beaſt which Ionn {aw had ſeven 


S,- br: | | | 
ich . If any ſhall thinke- this to: be a vaine y 
þ frivolous, and ftrange my ts 5”; to. 
| underſtand ; by the ſeven heads of the - 
n| Beaſt , theſe ſevenorder of the Cleargie, 
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_ fu Expoſition of the x3 (hapter © 
— , of greaternote and importance: Letfluch| 
*-* . _conflider, what account and reckoning is» 
R rgade. of } ch perſons as have received, 
the Sacranjents of Orders, and holy ton- 
-Jure in the kingdome' of the Beaft, and. 


4a 


they ſhall inde the interpretation notinr+Þþ 
T4 ., pertinent, but very agreeable. Fora time | 
Pile Cn. here was ſince the writing of this pro-f 
Ct Aa «6 pheſie 2 when the meaneſt ſhrimp tnaty 
- GbMe"i was within. thele holy Orders ( 25 they 
£9h-x rant $- call them )-was held to be of that dignity, 
| Ee” ' 2-the chicteſt and worthieſt feculad 
 $©PÞ-E0 Tudpe in a Kingdom was held unworF 
__ thy t9 Judge or cenſure them for ary}. 

.treſpafle.or fact ,. how notorious , wickÞ} © 

-ed,and manifeſt loever, becaule they had 

- received holy Tonſure, and were thereby 


Py 


 , conſecrated..and ſet apart unto God , taſþ 
/ be his portion and heritage , and to pra 
© Res fot thepeaple., - and therefore were exyÞþ 
> - cnjpted-from all ſecular jutifdidtion andy, 
CIS power,luch was their dignity accomntedrdg; t 
.* yalleth,-and hath the dominion : yea,cyal} 

in this Land that quarrell 'harh coſt mg 
. Kings Crown : as it is to be ſeene inf + © 
- Hiſtories of ' the Reign of King Tow: c 
.and nor his Crown onely , bar his WE Þ 
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* of the Reyelation f Liſs Ovitt ” 


. alſo. Now 'if the meaneſt of thera be 
a&. above the dominion of any King or & 


Y - cular Tudge 3 and ſecular Tud geS be 


£ * heads of the a whom. God hath 
I appointed to beare rule oyer them, well 


# may -theſe be faid to be as heads in the. 
F kinodotn of the Beaſt, wherein theſe 
| ſhavclings are bolden to be fo holy'and' 
«F teh in dignity and degree. 


i As this Beaſt which T7ohn faw kad 
v feven h:ads , fo likewNle it had ten 


is |. bornes , whereby was foreſhewed , that 
r# as the Kinps of the Medes and Perfizis 


4 . were ſhewed and repreſented to Dane, 


Nh by the 'two hornes of the Beaſt. which 
248 he faw in his vition , ſo the Kings of 


many Kingdomes ſhould be as garders 


lh. arid defenders of the Antichriſtian King> 
To dom and {tate "Hr 


And thar this Scripture hath FINER ful- 


And filled to the derderhoft: -by the' Kings of 
i. the Nations. , is To matiffeſt, [thar none 
el} £an be ignorant of it}, rhat aredf © Judg) 


8 with the Lo 


oF ment and experience. And' it was juſt: 
| 4 ro make the Kjngs/ of $i 

earth yaſſalsto this Beaft "bechals they 

: ceivednor the loye of the rrurch; "bit > Ars 


vo | 
"_ in ie xl ; they World 
nor. 
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a». YAn Expoſiionof the 13 Chapter 


| not forſake their ſins to live | godlily, 
| righteouſly, and ſoberly ( as all nuſt do, 
that will atraine ſalvation) but they would 
live after their luſts, 'and for their ſins 
they would make fatisfa&tion by building 
of Churches and Monaſteries, &c. and 
endowing them with Lands, Rents , and 
| otherRevenews, by means whereof thoſe 
\-:-which traded like Merchants in thoſe ma- 
ny; waters, the kingdom of the Beaſt 
grew rich and wealthy , and became the 
great men of the earth. | 
. . Furthermore, John faith of the Beaſt 
- that he ſaw, that it was like a Leopard, 
| &c. By the reſemblance and likeneſſe of 
E -6 FEA was {ignified that this Beaſt 
{ſhould be foule and full of {pors, as is 
Thewed in the 18 Chapter : Babylon 55 
' become the habitation of Divels, aud the hald 
| . of ſoule ſpirits, andihe. Cage of every znclean 


 * and hatefull Bird, The filthineſlc of ,this 
Beaſt is apparant; in that he doth by force þ 


_ Arnes compell all ſorts of wicked 
ang ungodly people to be of his ſociety; 
 . and oleh none bur the 
fitly was he thus prefigured. - 
'  ,, Secondly, by the quallity.d-diſpoſt 
Kon'of the Leopard, was : fignified that 
ENT 0 COS 
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of the Revelation of Teſur Chriſt: 2 


-this Generation” ſhould be ſubtile and' 


crafty in getting theidprey. They boaſt 
themſelves to be the Church and Spouſe 


of Chriſt; bur if it be fo, whence then 


had they thar infinite ſtore and abundance 
of worldly wealth and riches, wherewith 
they exceed in deliciouineſſe of living ? 


This was nor the condition of Chrift and 


his Diſciples , the Lord himfelfe had not 


 whereon to lay his head, but in that 


reſpett was more deſtitute then Foxes 
which baye holes ,- and then Birds 'which 
haye neſts : his Diſciples wanted pol& 
and filver, and had no certaine dwelli 

place ; whence therefore had this Ge- 
neration their Lands , Livings , and 
Lordſhips ? Their Caſtles , Mannors, 
Houſes, and Princely Palaces? It will 


be ſaid of the donation and gift of Em- 


perours, Kings , and other great States, 
and of the charitable deyotion of all forte 


' of people : Buthow were youn broughe 
1S 


to be ſo full handed to this generation? 
To bring this about , much ſlight , craft, 


'and nimblenefle of wit was uled ; firſt, 


people were made ta belieye , that 


: What they gave to the Church , was 
' tothe maintenance of the Miniſtery of the 
YE I Roa 'B 3. | Golpell, 


1 ” Fs F208 
Tha k 


' | Golpet, and: forthe: comfort-and 'reliefe 
- Of thepoore,. and: chereforeſhould: be a 
Baxrifice ſo well pleaſing to:God, and me- 
ritorigats , as that it ſhould receive great 


reward at his hands ,. herewith: the mindes - 


- ofvreligious and: deyout le were 10 
_ mych moved, that they R 64 7 nothing 
tag much to give to the Church, by means 
whereof Churches began to grow. rich. 
Secondly , people were made to believe 
| thatthe worſhiping, of Images. and Re- 
\ licksof Saints, and building, of Churches, 
- | Chappels, Oratoties, &c.. and endowing 
themwith Lands, Tenements, Parſonage 
- and Vicarage houſes, &c, was an effe- 


&nall way to have favour with the Saints, | 
andito procure their prajers and intercet } 
Hon for: them. By. thefe and luch like. 
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& doth well: ſend 
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| Bur furtheritis added, nie th wy « 
| this Beait were as the  frete of. A Beare.” 

The Leopard is more nimble to- catch 
: m_ the] "Jang 5. We fie ewe is = 
. | ftron eager tO that which 
hath 5 aſed Tan he is the Leopa 4 
both theſe properties this generatian ' 5 
| nimbletocatch and greedy to hold, they 12 
3 | catchby flight, Bur bold” by ove: "al 

" | therefore in. catching reſamble the Leo 
pard, but in faſt, bolding” the feere* E 
- | Beare. © Yandets 
"JF . To this it. is added, thar the myoutleof 
this Beaſt mas as the month 4 A, 

And by:this another propertie 0 frhe Anti 
 ebriſttian Clergie was foreſhewed 5; for 
the Lion when he hath taken his prey roa- 


icth ypon it, atwhole roaring the ” Peat 
tremble : & this pears Os gir thys 


exalted and made rich , $5gt: > FOUL 
S_ 
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24 : Av Expeſnin ofthe x3. (bepter 
'or -Pelant, that ſhall preſume to part ſtakes 
em ,or med e with _— Prey, or 

iniſh their portion , butanEgge oran 

a Onion. Thar theſe be the properties of 

this Generation needs no proof, it is ma- 
nifeſt by daily experience. 

Here therefore we may learne what 
to eftcem and judge of the Antichriſtian 
Cleargie , together with thoſe Multi- 
tudes , People, Nat:ons, and Tongues,out 
of which they have ſprung , and over 
which they are ſer and {upported; name- 
ly , that they are a monſtrous and beaſtly 
Generation , excelling in craft , cove- 

_ roulneſle, pride , cruelty , , and all ine. 
quity ; and therefore not to be eſteemed, | 
as they. boaſt. themſelves to be a holy 

 Catholike Church, and Spouſe of Chriſt, 
which: cannot erre; &c. And by this we 
may ſee how lamentably rhe Nations 
have been deluded and led into errour and 
ungodlineſſe,by their guides andleaders. * 

Now it followeth, 'that urito this Mon- 
Kertbe Dn ; gave his power > and his 
Throne , and gret anthority. * 

Here is ang of 8. ke Vridden 

_»andClergie haye- received their ſpiritual 
Solis, power ; anhorleyes and jorit- = 
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dition, to deviſe and make ſpi 
Laws and Canons , to ere&t 6 
Courts , and create Officers to beare mer, % 
and exerciſe dominion over the Nations ,_. 
| cven from the Divell : they haye not any 

lawfull — from God , bur an uſur-- 
| | ped authority from the Divell , whoſe 
| | inftraments they are, to advance his: 
. | kingdom, and to perſecute the Saints, 
which obey God rather then men, 

And here we. may abſerye that they 
are rightly called fpirituall -Lords » be- 
cauſe. originally they. proceed from that. 


fe Bnelaimef Af Qi, C1 3 


prince that ruleth in the aire, the ſpirix II 


þ 

[., 

j- | that worketh in the children of unbelietes 
1, | but withall, in ſtead of fpirituall Londss 5 
ly | Laws Courts and Officers , call thenr 

t, | fpirituall wickednefles , and fo we 

7e | them their right titles : and 6 ma gw 
ns. if we will Fch the good fight. i; faith , 
nd F we muſt by witneffing whas they. be , 
. "I vraltle againſt them, and not ſubmit unta 
n- them , but, ſtand faſt in rhar- hberty 
his | wherewith Chriſt hath made us-free, and 
© | not be intangled ith any; yoke of: bore 
 dape: and fs we may. wraſtle and-pre- 
yal e, we muſt rake unto us the whole Ae: 


ur of Godz & GG. 
ns a 


26 An Expoſtion of the-1 3 (hapter . 


- Further , Jobw ſaith, that. he ſaw, one of: 
the heads of the Beaſt As: it were .watnmed: tn, 
death. ; aud his dendly wound: was: bealgd s | 


and alt: thi. worlal wandred-after the- Beaſts * 
yas Head, which was: as it- were 
ounded to-deacbs. was A —_ 
viving/ of'' Priaſtbood ., 


whiercof;; in-fewwords, is Sm £74 =_ | 


—_ of iniguity. in. this: dntichreStan: king- 


dom , having ordained hx} onler-of:. mute: 


frees; called PrieSboog:( whether it: mere in 


imitation of the Jews, or Heathen, it ts doubt-. 
Full) loa certain. it 6, that becauſe it want 


. tid excternall. ſacrifices, it cans ſhatt vob of 


the. rr: every and alſo of the Hea- 


thei ſo that it: raas. 4. lane: and. wounded. 
Prieſthood: anamas uot refpeiteds To time 
ivcqme to paſſechatihey} fonnd out a fi- 
Erifice (as..1s to; bee ſeene-in- their Maſle- 


hook) which: was the tranſubſtantiating | | 


of Breadinto:W ine; into. the "ory Body ' 


"of-Ehiift , really.and. fubſtan- 

nals one obo ek ee} and 
| [qr _ it £ up 
a "Got: a 


as. the monde ot 


head of Prin Praia Was: —_ and: revis, 


__ fo became a eu 
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"taſte wine 


were they made to believe) and to-eate 
| fleſh, and drink bloud, and yer neither to 


aw his miracles » Butit 
| Fun: Which "I power 3 < the Beaſt, aid b 
IS F 


of the Reveldrion of leſus Chrifl, 29 


45-n0w it followerh ro be declared, ACcar- 


ding as John here witneſleth : 
eAnd all the world wondred after te 
Beaft, Thar is, the people of the Na- 


. tions having this Prieſthood: ſet over 
them, and cometended itto them to: be 
- of -uch power and di 


gnity, ry, 45that: they 
could make then! a viſibie God: '2 m 

x to behold with their eyes, and*lagk 
, but alſo to eate, and that TheJr 


1 « vr and Redeemer > to their eyerla- 
-ſting falvation : And being 
| ally deluded , as thar they beleeved the 


kk lies s hereapon | 'they 


{o efte&u- 
a—_—_— 


lowed the Beaſts might hs the 


wonder to ice bread, Wm raſte 
where was no bread 3 maido {ee wine,and 


where Was no wine ( for. 1o 


ſee nor take fleſh nor bloud.: this: was:a 
wonder to wonder at ; and who would 


_ not follow him for a guide;that hadpoweer 


to worke {uch wonders Þ' + 
Bur they. did:not. onely. follow. the 
Beaſt, hn Bs did Chrift, when ey 


hey worſhip} 
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28 An Expoſition of rhe I3C bapter 


they worfbipped the Beaſt , (ayino, who 5s li 
0. eh * Who : i? —_ oY | 
_ with him? Toworſhip, is toheare and 
_ "obey; and by worſhipping the Dragon 
'was ſhewed, that they wholly addicted 
:themſelyes to be direQted and ruled by 


the Beaſt, whom the Dragon uſed as his 


inftrument to work his will, and to whom 


-he had oiven authority and power to thar 


end : thus originally they worthipecd the 


-Divel-- Secondly, they worſhipped the 
- Beaſt, 4 being the-inſtrumenr of the- Di- 
-vell, and dy be 

- obedient unto the Beaft; as being of ſuch 
' Holinefſe and trurh , as that it could not . 
 erre, nor deceive athers,"and of ſach pow- 


- eras what they looſed on earth;was loofed 
« intheaven ; and what they bound in earth, 


came ſubjeRs in all things 


— 


was bound in heaven ; and therefore {ach 


' a power as had no match or peere , fo that 


they boaſted and ſaid of it, Who is like un- 


| 20 the Beaft ? As David conſidering the 


ower and wonderfull workes of God, 
aith ; Whos like znto the Lord? So do the 
Nations boaſt of this Beaſt; ſaying = Who is 


- like wnto the Beaſt ? And further they faid 
- of bim, Who .& able 10 make - ware 
 pith bis ? As if they _ 
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. (of whateſtate, condition, degree, {oeyer 


prophets , and 
doQtrincs thei commandements- of the 
'Bciſt , ard declare and uttce the minde. 


to Gods Word , this their Canons , 
. Laws , Books and Monuments, do mant- 


of the Revelation of Jeſus Cl. 29 
Thisour holy Mother hath power to ex- - 


communicate-, and deliver to Satan , all 


they be) that will not heare ber voice 3 
beare her yoke,and be ruled by her: Who 
thercfore 1s able to. make war with her ? 
that is , make his party good againſt his 
our koly Mother. Of ſuch admiration 
was this Beaſt in the earth ; thus hath the 
world thought , and ſpoken of her. 

And morcoyer , there Was given. znto 
this Beaſt a month, ſpeaking great things, and 
bl: ft hensies, and power was given hins to make 
4.2 10neths. | 

As the mouth is the means and inftra- 
ment whereby -men do declare their 
mindes, {o this Beaſt had a mouth to de- 
clare' and utter her minde ; by. which 
mouth was ſignified a miniſtery of falke 

ge {pirits , namcly,. Do- | 
cours, School-ren, Monkes, Fryers, and - 
all forts of their Preachers, who teach for 


and will of the Beaſt, as being equal] - 


teltly wineſſe, 
; ie Thc 
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The effe&: of that which this mourh ut; 


ns is noted to be great things, ani 
Plaſphemies, 
chat ſhe is the holy Catholike "Church" 


They boaſt of this Beaſt, 
Militant, the Mother of all rrus 'belcc- 


vers :the chaſte Spouſe of Chriſt , rhe '}_ 
Pillar 'and:ground of Truth , that it Gat 
mot'erre, 8&c. And that all which' will 


have God to be their Father , muſt have 


her to be their Mother. Finally, thar out 
of ber lap: and communion, there is no Þ 
falvation.” Theſe and many other fach 
-oreat things ſpeaketh the mouth of this Y- 


Beaſt , which are indeed great-things's and 


"being: to ſpoken, are'great blaſphethics. 
*For 1sit not great blaſphemie- to call that. 
"Holy, which is moſt abominable ? To call 
-her'the Mother of all trac Belceves, 
-which is the mother of fornications , arid 
of all abominations > To call that/ the 
>Pillarand ground of Truth, which hath 
© Eorrupted the earth with her errours and '- 
" fornicatiois , 'and'caufſed' all Nations to'f' 
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drink of the wine of the wrath thereof? 


To' ſay there'iis no {alyation but ' ins her 


- fellowſhip, whoſe end and judgement 'is 
to goto deſtruction ? Beware of falſe IF 
Prophets , and teachers of lies for fuck. 


x 


| 


| ; gocher ninabi of this Beaſt, ... 


JF isfaid of this Beift, thar che mouth wt 
' ſhe had, wis given her z.for LA rh Rea | 
7 no more to rmaintainerhis mouth, then ſhe 
| - hath of her own by-diſcerit and, herits p 
ſhe could not have ſo manyto: {pedk. r 


Chrift;bur-the true Church is,jhe. 'K 
- + dom of Chrift , and being - the, Kin: 


of che Revelationof heſis brifts 4 


Andiris farther to 


her as ſhe hath * Bar Hons and. 
Prinebs and Nobles 


'ners, became __— other en Bet 
; giving unto her-Lands and _Tenethents , 


rits and Reyenews, to rhaintame- this 


- mouth to utter great things, and. blaſphe- 
| thies, and: more-then this , Power Soy E 


hinn to abt,or make, twoand forty 
For: the” better nderftandi W TEL this 


- point, tertfiis be conſidered ; :In fi eee 
*chfiſtian Kingdof they. have 2 rule. how 


ra proceed in evety- cauſe , but: not. Iven 


thet of God, but. of their- own. ; 


P Cai tne: 'by: whom it WAS-, | 
2 vrindyrewacduinoge _hek | Ma- 
"rhe! : Chan 


" conimgnly call: the, Canon 
--which Law; EY here Wwe 


kets ultrp the name- © 


LIE oy ic hath hi oncly- By; 


_ 


| giver they therefore whichunder the ti- 

e of the Church preſume to make laws, 
are fitly aud worthily reſembled by a beaft, 
for what is more vnreaſonable then for 


thoſe whoſe greateſt dignity , glory and 


happines,con{iſteth in hearing , obeyin 
nn Sd, wo 6h 


adminiſtring of gods word , to 
from this, and Lucifer-like to exalt and 
oppoſe themlelyes againſt their Makerzas 
though they were{wiſer and iuſter then 
_ God: andto adde unto .his Teſtament 
Which is ſaficient to inſtruct us inall Wil- 

1 ,andto make the man of God per- 
fe& in eyery good worke: and to take 
From the ſame Teſtament ar their pleaſure 
"which is'not lawfull rodo to any mans 
"Teſtament ; without great offence andiin- 
2uſtice,, as the Apoſtle ſheweth , Ga. 3. I5 
yet thit is the way wherein thoſe preat 
- © doers, the authors of the Canon Law haue 
walked. It is faid of thoſe Actors , that 
Power Twas given them,Cc. Where fir{t we; 
may obſery ,that of themfelyes they had. 
not this power , for thertit could not haue 
beene ſaid to be given them, but given 
" them it was; it is therefore to be conſide- 
. red,Who was the giver : Not -Chrift he 
gave his diſciples no power to make _ 
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| bf the Revelation of Iſa Thriſfs 53% 
* FD but gave thei charge to teath belivers to 
” | obſerye all things whatſoever he had com- 
- | manded them, ir is certain therefore that 
b this power was giyen them, hot by God 
rf but by men: namely by Kings and Princes, 
d for the ſtates and degrees of rmeri confide- 
7. red.it is plaine,that rione can give power to 

make Lawes bur ſich as be Soytraignes 3 
d by ſuch.-therefore this power. t® make 
Lawes was given into this Beaſt. But 
what ſhould move Soveraignes to give 
ower to Biſhops and Miniſters to make 
awes for the Clurch?Norhing yerily but 
” | blind deyorion ; for they being ignorant 
© [of God and of his Word, thought it the 
beſt way to keep peace and veog in the 
> | Charch: Whereas indeed it was the cauſe | 
” | of ſtrife and diſſention , and ar lengrh by 
- that meanes iniquity was eſtabliſhed for a 
" | Lawand Gods Word wholy reie&ted and 
caſt alideas viimeer for Lay men to vies 
Now as in all lawfull proceedinps , Prin- 
<5are Gods miniſters, in Gods ſtead vnto 
their {ubieas and people,ſo in o10ing this 
power to this Beaſt;they are the Dragons 
miniſters,and inſtruments. W hereas it is - 
aid that power was given unto the Beaſt. 
to make, but it is notnored what ſhould ” SA. 
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34 An Expoſtionof the 13 Chapter 
be made;it arguerh that the things made 
are of that ndture and qualitie that they ate 
or worthy of any name;the makers them- I ju 
elves uſe to call their Acts,Canons,Conſti- | as 
tutions and Lawes, but falfly , for it they. | th 
were {uch indced, then men might have” th 
. fome good yſe of them , but that no mart | to 
_ can have,, therefore it is but falſhood and. J., 
deceit {o to name them : It is like the cal- | w 
ing of one carved Image, S. Peter, another |, B: 
S, Payl; #nother S: John &cc that is to || or 
name things-that they be riot, and that is Þ| pa 
70 le. . - | Ps, BH 
Tn that iis faid, that power was given, {or 
unto the beaſt to make 12: Moneths, It, || 
fheweth that the Beaſts time is limited;and, 1} 
fceing that the time is limited, we muſt * . 
tinde that the time of making of the Ca” F'fal 
tholike Church agreeth with this ſtint,be-. | m 
fore we can be ſurc that it is the Beaſt, here Þ m 
xeprelented ; wherefore conſider /that the. Þ m 
eccleſiaſtical ſtate began to make about the«Jp! 
| yeare of our Lord,304.(the Ancyran coun-' | fi 
{cll being the firſt, whoſe - conſtitutions” Þ ty 


rooke the cffe& and force of Law , (And' Þ| ſu 
made not an end of making yntill the year, I ti 
I564.- the Counſell of Trent being the Taft” & of 
wherein the Beaft aged rhe laſt act of "this Þ th 
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of the Revelation of 7; ofus [tr " I 
making, and fulfilled the meaſure of tat 
iniquitie, and therefore is now, tq receau 
judgtnent & condemnation from theLord, 

235 is hereafterin this prophelie 6 deUared, So 
that if we accourit a yeare for # day, and 
thirtic dayes fora month ,it will amount 
to 1260, dayes which is the-juſt ſam of 


142. moneths,thar this Beaſt was 4 making, 


which is a ſtrong argament;* that, by this 
Beaſt was ſignified the ecclefiaſticall Nat 
or Catholicke Church,as is ſhewed before, 
page 2. 


Further it is ſaid of the Beaſt ; Tg he 


i opened his month in blaſphemy apain#t God, 
. | to blaſpheme his name, and his tabernacle, and 


them that dell in heaven. 

; In thar this Beaſt; by the ininiftery of 
falſe Prophets and Teachers , as by. her 
mouth harh ſeduced the” Nations" ; and | 
made them belieye , That God by the 


- | miniſtery of his holy Apoſtles and Pro- 
bers , bath not left us a ſure rule fuf- 


cient-tule of faith ;. in the holy Scrip- 


$ | turcs , \bur that the want thereof maſt 


{applied with unwritten verities, the wri- 
ynos of Ancient Fathers, determinations 


> of. Counſels, and the Popes Decretals,p- 
ſiheriviſe al Sho ' _ run ints confa- 


ſion, 


o 
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36 AnExpoſitionef the xy Chapter. 
- Gon, it may truly be faid , that ſhe hath 
opened her mouth untoblaſphemy aginſt 
God, Firſt the eternall who wr 4 created 
all things, and for whoſe wills ſake alf | }, 
things are and were created, 'To be but 4 
_ rude and profle beginner of a worke, 
which he hath left and given up for vaine | |, 
manto finiſh and make perfe&t. Second- | ;,. 
ly, if there be particular laws left out of | _ 
the Scriptures, for want of which all peo- s 
le would run into confuſion , then God| S 
bath not ſhewed himſelfe to be a God 
of order. Thirdly , the Word of God| x; 
is not ſufficient to make the man of God 
_ , in every good work , as the A 
les faith. Bur thus to think ,is a horrible 
 errour.. Thus to ſpeak, is wicked bla *s 
phemy, and thus to teach, is helliſh in 
quity, For how will it ſtand with thi 
lory of God, and of our Lord Teli 
hriſt , not to give unto his people a perf j., 
fect Law, and {ure Teſtimony , whereff p, 
uuto they might truft, and wherein the up 
' might reſt _ live by faith , bur muſt &y} ,; 
pend upon other men , to fee as it wet 
with their eyes,6c not with their own, an ::1 
 fohold their faith,in reſpe&t of other menſſ ,,., 
" perlons, to belicue as they believe '$} xr 


** 
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of the Revelation of Teſus Chriſt. © 397 
asthovigh Gods pevple (their Leaders ex- 
cepted}) were not reaſonable creatures,but 
as beaſts without underſtanding : Bur 
blefied be our God, we have a ſure Word 
of the Prophets , which is as a light ſhi- 
ning in a darke place, whereunto we ſhall 
do well if we take heed. Gods people 
have no need of unwritten vyerities , mens 
precepts and traditions ; They hbaye ſurer 
Lights to walk by,then the writings of the 
School-men,and orher Writers of ancient 


tices ; They have ſarer Rules,and righter 


Teſtimonies, wherby to decide and end 


controyerfies and doubts , then the derer- 
mination of Connfels, and Popes decrees, 
and they which ſpeak to the contrary,open' 
their mouth to Viaſ pheme againſt God. 
Concerning blaſpheming the Name of 
God , amongſt other attributes or titles 
whereby he is ſer forth untous, he is ea 
led the Holy one of Iſrael; and the High 


ICE Prieſt in /ſrac! did beare this inſcription”... 
"4 upon his forehead grayen in gold, Hob: . $3 
'J neſſero the Lord, Firſt; therefore we day” 
"4 truly and boldly ſay of the Lordithat H 7 
J 5 his Name. Secondly, we may likewiſe 


traly and boldly affirme , that to give the 


E 
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38 - Tn Expoſitionef. the x4 (hapter 
and abominable thing, is to blaſpheme the 
name of God: But thus the Beaſt hath 
done many and ſundry waies. They aſcribe 
Holineſſe unto their Antichriſtian orders , 
and Prieſthood to their Tdolatrous Maſle, 
to their exorciſed or conjured Bread, Wa- - 
_ ter, Oyle, Tapers, Aſhes, Veſtures, Vel- 
ſels, and many other implements in and b 
al which they blaſpheme the name of God. 
'- Andas they Dlaſ pheme the Name of. 


. 


Gad ; So likewiſe the bla; ns his Ta-_- 


bernacle ,” That is to fay, the true viſible 
Church of Chriſt under the Goſpel,which, 
is the place of Gods preſence, which he. 


hath chofen to put his Name there, where 


two or three, or more are” gathered tope- | 


_ therin the Name of Chriſt, there is Chrilt 
preſent, and where Chriit is preſent; there: 


© Hath God put his Name, there he is to be. 


ſoaght; and there he may be found and 


there $ bis Tabernacle. To come toge-' 
ther in the Name of Chriſt, is when 


Gods people joyne themſelves together 
in 4 { nal body politike , _— 
from the common multitydes of 

unbeleeyers , to the end to meer toge- 
ther for the mutuall edification and 


I- , ua 
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of the Revelations of Teſiu (brit. 29 
breaking 'of bread , and prayer , and to 
praftiſe all other Ordinances of Chriſt 
fer. down in his Teſtament, as they 
ſhall haue occaſion : and to Companies 
of Beleevers , having ſuch fellowſhip 
and communion one with another , the 
title of the Churches, of Chriſt doth ( in 
our ule of ſpeech) properly and of right 
belong : but for belcevers to do this apart 


by themlelyes, is adjudged contempt of 


. Þ authority , fa&tious , novelty , raking of 


Fw 
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Conyenticles , and unlawfull Aſſemblies, 
dangerous. to the State , and not to be. 
ſafered in any Kingdom or Common- 
wealth , and {o they blaſpheme the 'Ta- 


|. bernacle of God in a high degree , as if 


Gods people were a company of un- 
godly rebels , and wicked confpiratours 3 | 
bur the righteous Lord will in due time 
vitit his people , and rebuke his enemies, 
And on the other fide, for Gods peo- 
ple now to deny the kingdom of: the 
Beaſt ; rhar is, (as they call it ) the holy 
Catholike Church Militant,to be the true 
Church of Chrift ; To refuſe to. partake 
and communicate with them in their abo- 
minatjons,delufions,and unlawful works of 
darkngs,is adjudged diſobedience, ſchilme 
Ws Bs C 3 ang 


40 An Expoſition of the T2 Augea 
+ contempt of rhe powtr and authorty 
of the Church ; To ſpeak againſt their 

proceedings | dition EibSice *of the 
icy of 'Church.herelie, i impiety, and 
what not ? Thus they adorne the Harlot, 


which corrupteth the earth with her for- 


pications , with the title of the Church, 
and Sponſe of Chriſt, and Tabernacle of 


God, and ſo blaſpheme the Tabernecle of 
God, as if it were not a communion of 


Saints.by calling and rofeſfiou, but an ha- 
Fold of foule Spirits, | 9: 


bitation of Divels,an 
wy Cage: of every unclean and hatefull 
Bur 

Further, it is ſaid of the Beaſt; that it did 


blaſpheme thoſe that dwoelr in heaven , that i is, | 


the Saints departed this life. 

Thoſe that dwell in heaven, are theg 
blaſphemed,when i it is ſaid of them , that 
they take it as an honour done unto thei, 
when we make them our Patrons , build 
them Temples,ſct up their Images , offet 
and pray unto them,and make them Medi- 
atours between Chrift and us, for by this 
they are made,not onely Idols,but alſo ins 


-. vourers and chief-maintainers of Idola 


They areallo 'blaſh phemed whenthe do- 


Qrine which _ ragh and practi s 
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of the Revelation of Ieſus (brifl. 48 


condemned for hereſte,or when erronious 


do&rines , vaine traditions , ſuperftitions 


' rites,ceremonies and cuſtomes are fathered 


upon them,as received from them by Tra« 
dition,as unwritten verities, but the world 


| hath been brought to- believe that Saints 


in heaven might by theſe means be as ir 
were bought and ſould, berween Prieſt 
and pn wherein they have been high« 
ly blaſphetned. — | 


Moreover :, it is ſaid, that it was 


| given to the Beaſt to make warre with the 


Saints , and to overcome thens : and power was. 
given him over all Kindreds, and Tongyes., 
and Nations. © OD 


| Warre is made with the Saints, when 


they are acculed to Rulers and Goyernors,' 
to be Heretikes Schiſmaticks, wicked.and. 
ungodly perſons ; and they may then be, 
faid to be overcome, whem-their acculers: 
are juſtified, and they condemned, accor- 
ding to this, this Scripture hath been'ful- 
filled and verified. Great and. af- 

continuance haye been the warres which 
the-Beaſt hath made with the Saints, and 
many have been the victories of this kinde 
which the Beaſt hath had againſt them, as 
the Hiſtories,and other records of the Nas 


tions do plentifully witnes, 


* £ 
a 


—_» jJ&. 4u Expoſitimiof the 13 Chapter. 
| > - It was: given to' the Beaſt ro-make 
warre with the Saints, when Rulers and. 
. Governours gave way to the Beaſt to de-. 
vile and make laws at their own pleaſure, 
concerning Religion, and the worſhip of 
God, _ then to _condemne for Delin- | 
quents->. and evill doers, all that would 
not, obſerve thoſe Laws. How free 
and ' forward. Rulers and Governours Þ | 
have been to give ſuch power unto the, F 1 
Beaft ;. they theraſelyes have felt by | : 
long and. -wofull 'experience : for much 
woe hath the Beaſt wrought ( not to; | } 
the 'poore and meaner fort of the Saints | : 
onely , but ) even to Emperours and; F 
bz KingY, and all- degrees of -people, and. || : 
-—  thereforeit. is fajd in the words follow- 
8 ing:thar power was given unto this Beaſt 
overeyery Kindred, Tongue and Nation: : } | 
So thatthe exaltation thereof was ſuch, as. I + 
| 
| 
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to be a Father above all fathers to every: 
Kindred.; a Lord above all Lords to every | 
Tongue; a King above all Kings to every þ} 
Nation.” : "Thus was this. Beaſt exalted. F + 
and fate: 25 4; Queen ' triumphing over. Þ : 
them, haying all'of all degrees brought J | 
in bondage” unto. her. Dominion , whick F | 
as. uit recompenee upon.their heads, 


Fa 
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that gaveſuch power unto this Beaſt : yet. - 


|. 4; ſee howthe world was herein dehided,they, 


were-not captives againit their. wills , but: 


in blind devotion, had this Beaſt in. moſt, 


high reverence, as being a devine power: 


ordained and | given by God,and not from 


the Dragon , Thus did: the Lord- give. 
them over to be deluded-by this Bealt, as a 
juſt reward of their vngodlynes; in - that 
they reccaued not the loue Tis truth, but 
:ooke pleaſure in vnrighteouſnefle. .;:. --.. 
Farther it is declared in the words fol- 
jowing, That all that dwell ypon "the. earth, 
tut worſhip bins, ( thats the Beaſt) whoſe: 


Þ names are not written in the booke of the life af. 


the Lamb ſlayne from. the foundation of the: 
" by thole that dwell on the earth is 
ment thoſe that have ſet thcir. habitation 
there ,and chooſe rather to enioy the. pro», \ 
ſperitie of the world and. pleſures of ſiane* 


o 
v*, 
* 
=” 


; together with the Beatt', then to {afffer.-.. 


aftli&ion for the truth, and for. witneſſing 
againft the Beaſt: thele are they that vor» 
_—_ , that is, receaue their precepts 
ana rules , for their doctrine and whole: 


loue inſtuction , and. obſerve their ordi+. 


hs — — 


MAGE, and Lawes as peitect rules ofeqir, \ 
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wo 


- tie and righteontneſſe . _— he _ 
of God declared in the holy 4c cri 
hind theit backes , and treading one 
Hanccs ynder their feete, making o 
more conſcience not to cate an Egge ON 
Friday , then to ſteale ,or to commit adul- 
terie , But of {uch it is ſaid , that their na- 
mes are not written in the Booke of life 
of the Lamb which was ſfaine from the be=- 
ginning of the world: Thar is,they are not 
of. the number of Gods Ele& and Chooſen 
Jn Chriſt, and given vnto him for his por- 
ton and heritage, whoſe condition is to be 
hated, deſpiſed, perſecnted, and afflicted 
in the world, f 


count it a pleaſure to'live delicior 
ſeafon , and fake deli oht” to enjoy 


the 'Book of life. 


ran have an eareget hinr heare, 
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44. An Ex -poſttion of the 13, Chapter 


ep 
"» 


ZAzif ir -fhould be fd ; for Gore bed 
which þ _— eare tq h heare thel things: (| 
| | = | 
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or righteouſnes fake, in' 
whom the Lamb. Chrift Jeſus, as in his J 
members hath been ſlaine ſince the begin- - 
_—_ of the world : which condirion , | 
which cannotbrook and eridure, bur: : 
fora - 
| the' #- 
2 _ of "fit, may thereby” be diſcri- 'I' 
- not 'to- heve their names written in 'N 


©: Concerning theſe chings ici added, if | | 


| of the Revelation of Teſu Chriſt. 45 


F {<tr him that bach ancace hkeare, for times 


For who can indure to heare that Catho=. 
like Church , which they account+to'be. 
ſpirituall , holy , and heavenly , to bee 
compated to a Beaſt , ugly in forme , and 
horrible and monſtrous in nature z Who 
can endure to heare that Power , that 
Throne , and that authority, which they 
believe to be of God ,to be ſaid and affix- 
med to be of the Dragon , that old Ser- 


po the Divell, and Satan > Who will 


ieve that a righteous God would give 
way to his enemies z the workers of int 
quity , ſo farre to preyaile , and ſo long 
time , as for maty hundred years toge- 


| ther, to delude the Nations, to bring 

them into bondage 4 and to. keepe them 
| in ſlavery? Andthata few poore deſpi- 
. ſed people, of no reckoning inthe _ 


d; . 
here one 5 and there another » ſhould ſee 


1! more, and be wiſer then all the great 
$ Clarkes , wiſe Counſellours., mighty 
'}- Princes, and all the Noblcs of the earth ? 
* Who (1 ſay ) hathan eare to heare theſc 
© things ,and not be moyed to fret in him- 


; ſelfe, andto onaſh his teeth atthe hea- 
ring of therg ? | 


et notwithſtanding all this, and more, 


and 


” 
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and ſeaſons will change * a time wi 
come' (-as the- yerſt following doth de 


Clare) when theſe great: workers of ini- || 


ah ſhall be ſubded and trodden under 
Dot.  - 

' He that leadeth into captivii 16, ſhall go 
Sto captivitie , he that killeth with the ſword 
»:1ſt be killed with the ſword, here is the pa- 
712NCe and f.11:h of the Sams. 

Here is ſhewed the: juſtice of God: 


| who will recompence unto the wicked, 


according to the works of their hands, as 
they have meaſured anto others , it ſhall 
he mtaluced unto them again ; they ſhall 
reap the fruit of their unrightcouſnefſe 
75 the full :. Therefore, the Saints and 


">eryants of God ſhould here learne with 
-paticnce to beare the Crofle , becauſe the 
2.074 will take their parts, and ayenge (| 
{heir - blood upon their enennes ; and . 
Thoſe which with patience reſt  Upori the 
ford. arc here tecorded for Saims. Here. - 

z5 the paticuve and faith ef the Saints. *As'"if 
It were ſaid, thole-which patiently jn- 
*dare aMi&tion for the - truth , and*com- 


rait their cauſe unto God, ſting Faith- 


tally upon him,” are thereby tryed and 
a manifcſt to- a *6rld. to bee the 


Saints 


$aings and Servants of God, that inſure 
hope of a time of refreſhing ; chule te 
'endure captivity and the {word , rather 
then they. will (to have peace. with the 
world ) together with the world worſhip 
the Beaſt, . : | 
' Thus tnuch concerning the firſt part of 
this Chapter 3 and of that power and ' 
promotion Whieh-the' Prelates and Clear- 
oie ctope up tinto before” the-exaltarion 
and- ſuprematy of the Pope: The twy- 
ſteric of whole iniquitie is next to be 
tonlidered ; To God be glorit for eyere 


-- 
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THE SECOND PART OF 
the XII. Chapter of the Revelation, || { 
beginning at the X 1. verſe. 


 VrRsE ' XI, g 


&Lnd 1 beheld another Beaſt comming up || \ 
-. Out of the earth, and he had two hornes || 1, 
like a Lamb , and he ſpake as a Dra-' Þ 
£9» 
: AS in the former part of this Chapter, 
e Prelacy and ge in generall,  p 
who under the title of the Catholike Þ 6: 
Church Militant , exalted themſelyes to | of 
worke iniquity, and bring the Nations in- || th 
to captivity and bondage to their tradi- I kj 
tions, were reſembled by a {even-headed lig 
Beaſt: ſo here after much ſtriving amongſt F op 
themſelves ver gons be the on and FJ th, 
greateſt, not being content with former FF 
riches, honotrr , = earthly. promotion, | 
| bur aſpiring higher , ar laſt the Prelate of yi 
| Rome in particular , attained to.this title Þ 
- and dipruty, to be Chriſts Vicat, Peters Yj 
Succefſour , and univerſall Biſhop ; and Yki 
under that Title pretended a fulneſſe of Ap. 
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of the Revelation of Teſus (Fri. a9. 
powerand ſupremacie oyer _—_— ang 
{| caifes, and therefore is here reſembled and 
foreſhewed by a Beaſt,&c. 
Firſt whereas it is {aid of this Beaft that” 

ft &me our of the earth , thereby is fignifi- 
ed; that the high degree and dipnitie 
| whereynto the Prelates of Rome have 
P. | aſpired, and exalted themlelves, is not fron: 
# | heaven, it is from theearth,earthly;*itis a 
© | plant which our heavenly Father hathnot” 
planted, and therefore thall i-rhe end. be” 


4 ” 


rooted out: +4 hag 
s | Concerning the comming up of this 
, | Beaſt, it is to be minded; that the Mini-- 
e | ſters of the Wordof God (of which ranke/ 
0 | of men this Beaſt-boaſteth himlſelfe vo be: 
- | the chiefe) if they were. in their. righr 
- Þ kinde, ſhould be as the Stars of: leaven;: 
d F lights and guides unto othcrs :. Buriat"rhe: 
t Fopemng of the | fixth Seale :-Tohr law 
d Fthe Starres fall from 'Heaven:'to-the- 42 


1 J Earth , as a 'fig-tree -caſterh her: greene; | 
1» Y fizges when: ſhe is ſhaken 'of :a:maghty 


xnde;; whereby 'was ſignified, that the:,- -- - - 
I Miniſters of the-Word of God” would; - 

if time degenetate and -goe: out of: © 
kinde -3 they would ., contrary=to'the+ - ' | 
of J\poſties rule.» - ſet their affecions-0n2 © 7: | 


© 
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go. An Expoſtionof the 3. Chapter 
earthly things, they would for filthy lu- 
cre make Merchandize of the nr and 
Word of God ; they would gather riches, 
and'grow wealthy by the wages of un- 


righteouſneſle , and ſo become the great 


men of the earth : all which is fulfilled 


and come to paſſe , as all may ſee thar are 


not willingly blinde. | 
. Among 
one was given the Key of the bottomleſle 


pit, Kev.p,x. whereby was ſignified that 


power and preheminence ſhould be given 
to one of the fallen Stars above the reſt : 
which thing was effe&ted 8ccame to paſle, 
when Phocas being Emperour, he promo- 
ted Boniface,then Prelate of Rome , to be 
univerſall Biſhop,and to haye power and 
juriſdiction over all other Biſhops. W hich 
thing when Phocas had done,this Abaddon 
King of Zocyſts,with the reſt of the brood 
of the bottomleſle pit that ſucceded him, 


who had rhe opening and ſhutting of Pur- 


gatory at 'their pleaſure , fo prevailed in 


time, that they exalted themſelves above | 


_—_ and Kings, which thing they 


could never have done , had they not firlt 


belorted the Nations in blinde devotion 
to iwpoyenih themſelves to feed thele 


© 


reſt of the fallen Starres, to . 
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of the Revelation of Jeſus Chritt. 5x 
.Locuſts. under the Title of the Church , 


and in hope of meriting thereby, | and 


to be releaſed from their fins , and from 


the ſuppoſed paines of Purgatory : For 


had the Pope, thar Prelate of Kome , 
been as deſtitute of worldly wealth , and 
as well furniſhed with ſpirituall grace, 
as Peter and Tohn were, when they went 


..up intothe Temple to pray , and healed 


the lame man , he had never ſer his foor 
upon the Empcrours neck, For as much 
therefore as the Romiſh Prelate from a 
meane and lowly eſtate and degree in tie 


world , hath crept up and been exalred 


aboye Kings and Emperours : and fee- 
ing worldly wealth and riches have 
been the means whereby he hath got 
the preheminenge , very ſignificantly 
was this upſtart reſembled and prefigu- 


red, by a Beaſt comming up out of the 


| carth. 


Apainc , it js ſaid of this Beaſt, 
that ir had two Horns like the Lamb = 


By Hornes in the -Scripture is. buſi 


ally fignified power - and authoritie , 
and by the Lamb is meant CuRIsÞ: 
IEsus, who had all power in Heaven 
and earth giycn to him, Mat. 23. 148, Wo 

D 2 that 


$2 AnCExpo fition of the 15, (hapter 
that hereby was ſhewed, that the Prelate 
| -of Rome would challenge and uſurpe great I a 
i - power and authority , which he perlwa- || - 
deththo world doth belong unto him, & | y 
being ChriftsVicar , and under this pre- || & 
tence ulurpeth a twofold power and jurif-Þ c 
diction,both Civill and Ecclefaaſticall,not | þ 
-mearth onely, but in Heavenalſo ; what Þ > 
-he bindeth in earth, is bound in Heaven ,Þ| q 
and whom he will, he can releaſe from the 
paines of Purgatory, and place them in} ,, 
Heaven : Therefore in token of this his } # 
wer , he is armed with two Swords, || {4 
-which thing was plainely ſignified by the | -; 
two Hornes which he had, like the Lamb: 
But though the Beaſt would be theJ' , 
Lambs equall, and reſemble him in pow-]  { 
er, yet his yoice bewrayes him, to be « 
but a counterfeit , and a dilembling hy-F * , 
pocrite * tc ſþcakes like the Dragon , he | 
—_— property to that which 1s notY } 
tis own, and exalteth himſclfe apainltY 
[ thoſe , unto whom he ſhould ſubmit} 1 
bk }- and prve honour : Even as the Dr, 
= gon Kid of the Kingdomes of the |, 
| Luk4rGe worlds <All theſe are in my power ,. 1 give | 
B them to whom I will ? So likewiſe faith 
ho this Beaſt his Vicar, the Pcelate of m_ | 
"as a | 
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The Empire and Kingdoms of the- earth 
 arem my power, wes 
and to me it belongerh to depoſe and fer 


at my diſpoſition, 


up Emperours and Kings at my pleaſure, 
as ſhall be behovefull for the peace of the 
Church, And thus may the Beaſt in this 
be known by his voice, likewiſe'in divers 


other particular blaſphemous ſpeeches and 
Svelith 


dodrincs. 

Further, it is {aid of this Beaſt, That he 
exerciſerh all the power of the firſt BeaFt be- 
fore him,and cauſerh the earth,and them which 
dwell therem, 10 wor "op the firſt Beaſt, whoſe 

d. | 


"deadly wonnd was be 


In thar this beaſt is ſaid to exerciſe, A the 


' power of the firſt Beaſt before himtherby was. 
' fignified, That whar the firſt beaſt could 


do by her motherly authority and power, 


_ under the uſurped title and name of the 


holy Church,the fame could this beaſt do, 
by the authority and power of his farher- 
hood,under the title-& pretence of Chriſts 
Vicar,& Peters ſucceſſor,univerlal Biſhop, 


*&c.But that this Beaſt may yet further be 


diſcernediit is faid of him, That he cauſed ths 
earth, and thiſe which dwell therem, to wor- 
ſhip the firſt Beaſt , &c, ' By. caufing the 
earth to- worſhip rhe . firſt. Beaſt', was 


» , 
* —_o_— _—_ _— — — — - 


foreſhewed , that the Pope would cxafh 


54 An Expoſition of the 13 Chapter 
of the earth the tenth part of the fruits 
thereof, for the maintenance of the holy 
Church , and this is indeed to worſhip : 
. For as the paving of Tithes in the time 
.of the Law, was a part of the true out- 
ward worſhip of God, ſo ' this is the 
worſhip of the Beaſt, And further , by 
cauſing the Inhabitants of the earth allo 
to worſhip the firſt Beaſt , was ſhewed 
that he would carefully {cc due homage, 
ſervice, and obedience to be yeelded and 

med to the holy Church ; ſo that 
though the Prelate of Rowe, as a fon of 
Perdition, did exalt himſelfe aboye mea- 
ſure, yer {till doth he maintaine the power 
and dignity of the Catholike Church ; 
the eſt;imation of her Motherhood muſt 
ſtill be maintained, her voice muſt {till be | 
heard ard obeyed 3 not to come when {he 
calls, is contumacy and contempt , not ra 
beindured ; they that dare fo far to de- 
1 her authority , 2s not to obey her 
Paritors Procefle , are by her doom to be 
accounted curſed children, and worthy of 
_ noleſle cenſure and puniſtunent , then to, 
-be ſtrack with that terrible Thunderbolt 
of her Excommunication , the violence 
 vekexevk is Inch, a4 who can _ 
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Who will noc rather ride, run, dance at- 
tendance, crouch, kneele, pay, pra A ordo 


ny thing nile which Maſter 
iter will enjoyne them, then un- 
a E— a burthen, as the cenſfre 


| of Excommunication ? Thus .will the 


e have the magnificence of this Diqna 
On _——_— The earth and-thoſe 
which dwell in it i yeeld unto her the 
Tithe of all their RE » as alſo Mortu- 
aries, Offerings , and many other Church 
duties, which ſhe Sh of them ; for 
ſhe is a Goddeſle; and muſt be worſhip- 
ed. And this diminiſherh the Popes lov 
never a jot, the two eſtates of the Wt 
and falle Prophet , can well agree 4 
{tand together, as Father and Mother in 
one Family , and therefore the {econd 
Beaſt, as Father of all , will have the firſt 
Beaft worſhipped 3 that is, obeyed and 
maintained 1 mow ry,as Mother of all. And 
further Kev oh, = thePopehath execu- 
redall authority of the Catholike Claegh, 


| thereby is confirmed the truth of the 


fition;chax the firlt Beaſt was the Carhol 
Church , and che ſecond Beaſt the Pope, 


| as hath been before obleryed. 


' And be doth great worn ſi that be 1+ 
D4 kth 


\ v6 An Expoſition me the 2/2, (hep 
 keth fire to come down from Heaven on earth 
| the fghr of men. = n 
-+ by rhe wonders which he didora v 
| foreſhewed what wonderfull things the | 4 
 Prelate of Rome, that falle Prophet dil {f 
- bringto paſſe ; as namely, under the title || 1+ 
" oh. ervant of the ſeryants of God, || & 
(which indced all Miniſters of the Word, h 
and other Church Officers oughr to be)to || n 
| Creep up and exalt kimſelfe above Em- || t« 
peronSand Kings, and all other eſtates || y 
- in the earth, which being conſidered, || at 
" isindeed a- thing wonderfull : for firlt, || x 
\ thePrelacy and Clewyie ; in reſpe& of || « 
* the pretended holinefſe of their Orders, || { 
were exemptcd and freed from being || f 
ſabje& ro any _— | rn and 
: wer 5 the meaneſt of them ' might 
Fi Cow ® not bee - produced before any ſecular 
PC * Judge; for any crime or offence how 
io an. hamous ſoever, yer ainto this Beaſt, rhey - 
rae -muſtbe obed! ent in all things, as leryants 
*totheir Lord'; upon him they muſt de- 
"pend with all obſervation , as children up- 
: -ontheir fathers : And as for 'Empereur, 
.- and King$, and other worldly key fa it of 
Loy to be ſeen, rhat thon 
gu upen their thedes and oo 
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to haye them impaired, or in any thing di- 
miniſhed , which is a thing which they 
will withſtand, to the ſhedding of abun- 
dance of blood ; yet to be made ſuch yaſ= .. . 
fals to this Beaſt; as to hold his ſtirrop, to 
lead his Horſe by the bridle, to kiffe his 
| | feet; they thought it no abaſement, but an 
| bonour: And notwithſtanding, that very 
| many of that beaſtly ranke have been no- 
- | rorious wicked men , and abominable li> 
| vers, yet haye they the craft ſo to delude 
and befot all people, of all degrees in the 
"world, asto bring them to believe thar 
the truth is {o :nallibly annexed to that 
> | ſearof the Beaſt, thar it is not poſhble 
* | for him: to erre in jadoement; yea, he 
| | made the world to hel:eve it as an Article 
of faith, that his determination and judge= 
* | mentof any controverfie, or point of do- 
" | Arine, is4 more indifficient and infallible 
' | rule of faith then is the holy Scriptures: 
\ | Thattheſe and the like grofſe do&rines 


is beleeved and received , are great 


- ' wonders. - | as 
Further , He maketh fire to 'come 
down from Heaven on the earth ; in theſight 
| | of men, c. LICE oops 3g, 
. By fare in this place was foreſhewed the 


D5 puniſh- 


: @ ; 


> oi oth Expiſiin of the 13 hows 
which ſhould be inflicted on 

the. Saints. which as buraing with fire : 

_ .Andinthatthe fice was faid to come from 


Heaven, wherby was forcſhewed.that the | 
| Pal.82: ' Indges of the earth , Who are called gods 


andiheir feats the Throne of God in 
Heaven , ſhould be {o corrupted by the 
Pope , 2s that they ſhould delve the 
Saints and Servants pf God, which refuſed 
40 abey the Pope and his Laws > $0 be 
therelore Hererikes, Schilmarties, refra- 
tary, rebellious and diſobedtent perſons, 


2nd therefore ſhould condemne them to | 


be burr to death : This they have done, 
thinking they did God Pres good ſer- 
vice, and that ir was the jult judpement of 
Godupon them, Thus he made fire to 
came down from heauen : For true it is, 
that the judgements rightly pronounced 
Þy the laywfull Magiſtrates, are the Iudge- 


ments of Gad , and their puniſhments 


Gods paniſhments, and rk" it is that 
 Magittrates are galled Gods : hat ſeeing 
Magiſtrates have. been thus corrupted by 

_ the Pope, and made.to pronounce nos ark 

teous and unjuſt judgements. we are £0 c- 
ſteem them as the judgements of the Dre- 


gd and FE crati their autho- 
| rity 


we T 


by 
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rity and power lawfull, and ordained of 
God. 'Thus the Beaſt deceiverh them 
that dwell on the earth , by means of thoſe 


| Miracles ( falfly ſo called ) which he had 


power to do jn the fight of the Beaſt , as is 
{hewed in the verſe Kllewing, | 


eAnd he deceiveth theys that dwell on the V[:14» 


earth, by the meanes of thoſe Adiractes 
a) he had power te dos *n the fight of the 
SelB. - | 

Thoſe which the Beaſt deceiverh, are 
{aid tro dwell on the earth; that is, have 


{ their affe&tions fer upon earthly things, 


and not upon heavenly » {o rhar they will 
not for tx of the truth forſake their 
earthly poſſeiſions and pleaſures : theſe 
are they which are deceived by thele ly- 
ing wonders of this Beaſt ; but thoſe 
that are ſtrangers and Pilgrims in this 
world , wha afteftions are ſer upon * 


heavenly things, and not upon earthly, 


thele are not deceived, nor deluded 
him : theſe making tryall of him by, Gods 
Word, have found him to be a lyer. and a 
deceiver, and believe him not, buy raking 
their lives in their hands, witneſſe _ 
him to the death ; that his power and wor- 
ks is of Satan, and that his wonders are 
lyes, 
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And Whereas it is faid /, that he had 
power todo theſe Hiracles wi the fight of 
the Bea#t :* thereby is' confirmed and made 
manifeſt , thit which before is ſhewed), 
'ro- wit, that this fon of Perdition, the 


 Chiefe Darling of his holy Catholike Mo= 


ther, is preſent withher, and in her bo- 
ſome, andfor her ſake;and in her behalfe 
-exerciſerh- his power , ſhe retaineth till 
her former authority, without any dimi- 
'niſhing thereof ,as 1s euident unto all that 
are acquainted with the acts of that 


Church. Thus nqack forthe ſecond part 


-of this Chapter. ; 
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THE THIRD PART OF 


the XIII. Chapter of the. 
REVELATION. | 


Wherein is foreſhewed a third Beaft , 
' which was ſet up by the commande- 
- rent. of this ſecond Beaſt the Pope , 
who {aid to them that dwelt on the earth; 
that they ſhould make an Image.to the 
BeaFt which had the word with a ſword: 
ard did live, :” 


| HE< we may ſce that the wh. by his - 
T 


cominaunding power 'was the cauſe - 
of ſetting up this Imagezand for the better 
care vnderſtanding. what this 
Image is,Let us alile conſider the patter- 
ne-whoſe Image and liknes it beareth, 
namely the firſt Beaſt . 
The firſt Beaſt as hath beene ſhewed, was 
the repreſentative body of the Catholick + \ 
Church Militant, confiſting of the. fele& 
Prelacy and Preiſthood of fandry Nations; | 
gathered together into. one counſellor 
Synode, with authoritie to make Lavyes , 
and canons for the yniyerfall Church ,to be 
obſcryed uniformely of all Nations under 
w> 5 pre- 


PY An Expoſition of the 14 ws, 
pretence of the "inſufficiency of the Scrip*Þ, 
rure for. the goverment « of the Church, andy 
the worſhip of God, . inlike manner the ; | 0 
Pope , (in his wiſdome ſeeing it neceſſaryyfe 
for the good goverment, maintenance; and / 
upholding of his - kingdome, and the roq-$ 
ting out of Heretickes, and ſeditious per--Þ| x 
ſons, (as they call them which daily increa-;. 
led in every countrie) did ordeyne- and jo 
command , that in- every province there |. 
ſhould yerely be held and kept a provinci- Þ » 
Vide con- all ani y or Synode ——_——— of the 
| cilizns La- Prelats and: many other ſele&ed perions F 
| teran ſe which ſhould look to thoſe matters, to '{; 
cmd, which Synode he alſo. gaye power to Þ t! 
 Can,s. make Lawes atd ordinancesg which the | 
people ſhould be conformablegnd obedi- 
ent: This is the Image which he Gauſed the WF 
dwellers on the carth to make of the Beaſt, Þ 
which had the wound with a {word and S4ri 
; did live. | | 
| Perſe IF. Furtheritis ſaid, Verſe. 15. And power 1. 
- Was given him to give life unto the ſmage of 
this Beaſt that the Image of the Beast ſhould | 
both ſpeake, and cauſe "Age as would 
x ſh the Image of the «Beaſt, fronts. be 
ite 


In this Verfe we may obſerue : firſt chap 
a git $Z 
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"FJ. 2 gift was given tothe Pope. to beſtow 
dF upon this Image: Secondly - what this | 
Þ oifr was, viz. to give life or breathro the 
y#Ffimage : thirdly, the end and effects of the 
4 gift, which was; that the Beaft ſhould 


peak,and cauſe thar-25 trany aswould not 


r-»F worſhip the Beatt ſhould be killed : As 
a- there was given by the Dragon tothe firſt 
1d Þ Beaſt, great power and ahoriry.and alfo- 
re F a mouth to ſpeak blaſphemies,and ro make 
i= Þ war with the Saints, in like tnanner by the 


ame Dragon was this gift given to rhe 


F Popero give life or breath to this Image * . 
TI By life is here heant authority , which is,. 
Þ the life of a Synod, without which it is of 

he 'F no force, and ſo this Image ſhould have 
i- A been no more then, a very Image or pi- 
TD Qure, and ſet up rono purpoſe, but the 

FT? ope having received it , pave autho- 

a $+rity to the Image that he ſhould ſpeak, 
Frhar is, make and fer forth Canons and 
& Laws; for to ſpeak is fo underttood- * as 
Ffor example: AKing is ſaid to ſpeak to 

FT bis fubje&s when he ferrerh forth his" 
FLaws and Proclamations : ſo this Beaſt 
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Shaving nmade Canons and Decrees' ; 


—_ to her vaſlals and ſubje@s by 
4 a : More- 


64 An Expoſitionof the 13 Chapity | 
Moreover , the Image cauſed, that as! 
many as would not worſhip him.ſhould be-+# 
killed : Here the pmde and. cruelty of-this. i} * 
Image is fer forth, to be an{werable to the 
firſt Beaſt and therefore righrly is he called 
her Image : for as the firſt Beaſt made war 
with the Saints;and oyercame them,all that 
| dwelled on the earth worſhiped him, &c: | _ 
{o whoſoeyer would not worfhip this 1- | 
mape ; that is;heare his voice, and keep his 
commandements ; there was ne way for- 
him bur death; All the worſhip that the | - 
Lord requireth of his ſervants,is, That they . Ni 
feare him,walk mall his waies, love him, and. q 
ſerve hin with all their pearts,@ with all their” a 
ſonles to keep ihe ( onmanaements of the Lord, | 
ard his Ordinances, And this is indeed the 5 
true worſhip of God: In like raaner, this | t. 
Image will be worſhiped , bis Laws muſt | © 
be obſeryed , and his Canons obeyed: | my 
withont examining and trying of them;be: (| c 
they never {o unholy and unjuſt : They: - 
. that do not obſerye and my them, be-: 


et never {0 upright and holy men, they 
Hall be thereby indited,arraigned,udged, 
and condemned to death, as being in their 
eſtimation, Heretikes, Schiſmatik 3.9110: 


. > 1. . 3p 92 Y 
bedient and rebellious perlons,comitengners: 
= © E Y b < 


. _— Ws 


'Þ contradidted and deſpiſed, whetefore.the 


Þ andof-icowrin 


and poore,free and bond,zo receive a Marke mn 


4 lorts and degrees , according to the autho- 


der his Banner , to fight 


what is the maner of giving and receiving 


nate,in any Parifh;but he that would {wear En9!.:4 
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of God, and of the Church, yeaas the' filth 


of the world, and un-_ 
worthy of the ſociety of men.- , 
And he cauſeth all both ſmall and great, rich 


their r1 9/9; hand, and in their foreheadls. | 
This Image challenging worſhip to be 
performed ants him ,. of all people of all 


rity given him by the Pope, . was by ſome 


Image in policy , for the. better triall of 
tho? that were his tru ſubje&ts ; and 
flayes , ordained that all his Miniſters 
ſhould receive a Marke , 'at the re-. 
ceiving whereof , . they ſhould yow and +: 
{weare to be of his Dominion; arid un-  * 
_ Chriſt 
rke.is; and , 


and his Saints. "What this . 
"x 
of it, is now to be declared, For proofe _ 
The Prelacy and Clergie being as hath's Suk, 
been before ſhevicck aſlembled EY 'a13-1 ther 
thority to make laws,did ordain that: every via m ths 
Biſhop'in his Diocetſe ſhould ca 236 Cmon 
Fonts thar none Mould d preachortxecut of the 
the fan&tis of a arifſhParſon; Vicar'6r e700 Church of © 


wn to oblerye An. 1603 | 
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ſerve their [Lawes and Canons, and there- 
upon "ſhould receaue the letters of orders 
of the Biſhop of the |Diocefſe, which ler- 
ters of orders hgned and {ſealed by the 
bs Biſhopiis the Marke of the Beaſt here 
mentioned,and doth teſtifie in the behalfe F_ 
of the bearer thereof that he is their fworneY 
ſervant,ynder holy- orders, either a Prieſt, 
a Deacon ,or a balf prieſt, 8&c.and that he is 
a man found capable 8 meete for the cure, 
and charge of foules,and therefore to what! 
pariſh {oeyer theſe tried lads are ſent to 
doe ſervice,uponſight of this marke, they | 
muſt be receaued without ony opolition, | 
eo upon penaltie of the law upon thoſe that 
E- ſhall refuſe them. EY : 
: | Here may be obiefted, that this marke 
3s only reccaued by the Clergie , and not 
by the people of all forts, rich and pooxe, 
bond and free,according to the text. I an- 
{wer, that all perſons which receaue the 
falle Preifts doe likeyile receiue, and ſub-J e 
'mut r9thar authoritie which ſent them, and tl 
alſo the marke by which they are ſent;as is: 
evident,when a Prieſt cometh to take pol- 
ſeſfion of a pariſh to which he js apointed! 
by the Biſhop; he is not receaued upons his 
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_ Ceritonies enioyineld him 


and 
' that tribe anto their apoimed Preitt; ro- 
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and putteh on the $urplice;and uſer other 
| 1 by the Prelate: 
Bat ſthewing the forelaid Marke of the 


Beall, they recedve both kimi and it; and 


communicate with him: thus all both {mal 
preat, rich and poore;bond and free, 


ccaue 4 make” is their forcheadsby re- 


ceaving and fabmitting to. him.For as our 


fauiour Chritt ſairhof his Apottles and Mi- 


niſtors,He chat-receayth yl; receanehy mee, Luke ] 


and h: tha; Heareth you heareth' 12. So thoſt IS, 1 
that reccaue,heare;and ioyne in fellowfhip Toba 


F with theſe falſe Miniſters, doe heare, re- 29+ 


ceiue,and joy neto the falle power which 
= them,and rhe: marke by which they are 
1Ient; ED EE: 
whereas it is {aid that they receaved the 
marke in their foreheads,r . 19h: hand, 
thereby was ſhewed that this Wk. ſhould 
bean aparenr- teſtimony that they... were 


ſervants of the beatt;and that they were of 
© that band which hacioyned hands,8c made 
© 4 leapue to walke in the wayes'bf deftne> . 


&ion. | Uh 
: Further, iris ſaid; Fef-t7 c eAndrhas 
no mas might bay. or ſell. [ive by that had 
the marke of the BeadF ,' orthe nare of ths | 
£ hs a Boe; 
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68 Cn Expoſitionof the'ty Chapien 
Beaſt, or the number of his name, + 
' Here is propounded three conditions, {| | 
and whoſoever had not one of them , ! 
thereby to be known to be of that King- } . 
dom , might not buy or fell, or have any : 
4 thing todo amongſt them, For the better F , 
E | ng hereof, let us minde, that J.,, 
', < - althoughthele three Beaſts in reſpect of | ,. 
| their feverall power and juriſdiction did F þ 
differ one . from another , the Catholike J- . 
Church being the chief, and the Pope in- F. c 
 feriour to ber, and the Image of the Beaſt { p 
as it were aervant or handmaid, inferiour { 
| -_ rothem both, yet notwithſtanding they 5 
I were one body,being joyned and knit. toy || ,+ 
ye by the power of the Dragon , and J ,, 
aye {o farre prevailed oyer the Nations, || 
as that they have brought ally both ſmall F .. 
and preat , rich and poore, bond and || .. 
+ free, to bee. in ſubjection to their] 4 
E | . - Kingdome ;::which beareth- the name g. 
£2”) of the hohy Catholike Chutch , or Sea ,,, 
4: ov Rone:;'ibut the Holy Ghoſt cal- . 
| . leth vit BabBloN THE GREAT CITE þ A 
"I. [48 for as the material Babylon was 
- © © i» City which -awelled upon many waters ;Þf (5 
| ' * which cauſed her to abound in riches ; 
and treaſure : ſo this: mayſticall Baby- 


lon z 


_— 


_ þ- 


of the Reyelation of Teſus Chriſt. G6 


the Eccleſiaſticall State , is ſaid allo to ſix 
' } upon many waters, which the Holy Ghoſt 
expoundeth to the People and Nations, 
85 nt the ſeventeenth Chapter , and 15 
yerle : The Waters on which the, Whore ſit- 


tions and Tongues ; And theſe Waters have 


been the means of the flowing -and in- 
creaſing of the wealth and riches of this 


I Prelates have grown rich, and become the 
I great men of ;8 

them ; alſo the Ship-maiters ( which are 
the Pariſh Prieſts ) and all Ship-men 


our guides , and Eccleſiafticall Offi- 
ccrs) have gathered crums , and wax- 
ed rich thereby , and therefore at. the 
deſtruction of this great Citie ſhall 
ſtand a farre off and. ſtall howle to ſee 


»- 3 2, = - co his 4 Py en” 4 TY me FR OT as GS . 
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one taken away , for from thence- 


any more. Here note , that theſe forefaid 


—— 


SS 3S 


3 we al 


lon, this great Citie of Rome ,: I meane 


teth, are Peoples and Multitudes, and Na 


Citie, fo that their Merchants , that is, the . 


earth , by trafficking. in . 


and Mariners ( which are the inferi-. 


the deſolation thereof , and their- owng . 
orth no man will buy their commodities - 
ſpirituall perſons are the ſellers, and the . 


Hy people are the buyers, and the wares / 
which are bought 8 ſold in this kingdoms 


Wee 
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| Jellthem; faixe be that hath the /arke of 


5 An Expoſition of the & Chaptty 
calle# ſpirituall, as pardons farkin ; af 
qalgenc of divers FA which i is a if 

Im uf bringe eth in 


which: LES be mcg Homcing with "the 
Tithes,6t Tenth of all things, which they | 
whally call the maititenance of the Mini-, 
ſkery ; Ald the Sacrifices (unacceptable 
it God, and well-pleafing ro the Divell 
which ate daily offered: at their Ahars, afid 
at divers Images of Saints ; alſo the budy* 
of their Maker and Savyiqur : beſides Mar-" 
rying, Baptizing,of Chien, Chn: ching ' 
of Women ; Houſeling | rne fick, baxyino 
the dead, ; theſe and pany fach like, are 
the {piruall W ares {old in' this King- 
dom, which have particnfar þ 45a tet ori 
e 


them: Now foi it 15, that thefe wares are 
priviledgetd; that.none! may either b 


the Beaſtor the 2am of the Beaſs, or thenumn- 
ber of his name. What the Marke of the: 
{38 Btb been before ſhewed : Se- 
dly, the name of the Beattis ro be con- 
e', For the manifeſtation whereof: 
ler us" chnſider and. rainde, thar"thole” 
preach and profit Chrift _ | 


his 
_ 
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of the Revelation of Foy (orift, FI 
his doctrine; are ſd t0- aye and rears 
his Name. - The Lord: Chriſt Jeſus ſaid | 
mito. e-Tndjins 11h a Vition doneer 
Pan; That he way. ®, 6Þufert Veſſelt to bearg ( 
his N ame before ihe Gtwtiles, and Kingsanl Ate 98. 
ihe Children of race. By the Namevf the 25+ 
- | Eord, here was-.ihearit that Paw! ſhould 
1. thedodtrine of Chriſt  ahd: thoſe 

{ | that beleeved by his Preaching , were ſaid 

to believe in the Nante of Chriſt.atd were 

' | therefore baprized into his Name;and G@þl- 5 ef 
: | ted Chriſtians: The, Diſciples, were firſt <7 178 
* | called (riftians in eAntjoch. Allo the Dif. 29% 
--] cdiplesand followers of Chriſt are {aid i@ 

G _ the Lambs Fathers Name —_— 

| their foreheads : Aczording; to this is 

= of the name of the Bealt ; which: 
the holy Ghoſt ſetteth down in a my ; 
" | inthe 17 Chapter, and 5 verles} Bebjlert 
- | the Great, rhe Matherof Hades, the oharigic: 
© | nations of theearth: Bur the Papiſts call it 
'- | not Babylon the Great , but the great uni 
: | verſall or Catholike Church ;-not the 2fe= 
. | ther of Harkors, bur the Morher of all re 
Beleevers; not the: Mother of: all aboms- 
natibris of the: earth., ; but (the Pillac atid 
ecoundof Enith;-thatcannotierre : This 
| aA. the mame which 
E Ss: - God 


SE. Eid LES 
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wan Expoſition of the T2 (hapter 
Goe Hiveth them; and- which they take 

d attribate unto themſelves. : Butt let 
tirem fpeak the beſt of themſelves, and let 


us confider and anſwer them in their own 


_ © language; they call themſelves the Catho- 
' © like Church, and their profeſſed vaſlals 


and ſubjects - ate therefore called Catho- 


likes, and whatſoever they be, that do et- 
ther preach or profeſle theCatholike faith, 
that 1s, beleeye as this' Catholike Church 


beleeveth, that it is Mothet of all true 


.  Beleevers , that it cannot erre; &c, they 
are Catholikes, ſuch perſons whereſoever 


whey live, if they thus believe ( although 
they- never received the marke of 
Beaſt, nor can receive it ) yet this profel- 
fon is enough to intitle them in the right 
of baying or ſelling theſe forefaid wares, 
ſuch perions have .% 

and therefore they may buy pardons © of 


_ the _— of part; orall theirfins; 


and uſe-any: of thele things which they 
—_— neceflary for their ſouls health: 
(bur indeed deftraction- ) yea , after 


their 'death- they- may:'; for a ſumme 


of 'money/ given to the: foreſaid 'Mer- 
chants: by their charitable Succefſours; be 
relealee;rour of Purgatory/2 -thus.,''by 


bis. r 


name of the Beait; 
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of the Revelation of Teſus Chriſt. 7s 
their own diſcription we have fouffd our 
the name of the Beaſt , and who thev are 
that have received it, 

The fhird condition is the number of 
his name, as the Beaſt had one generall 
name which is the Catholike Church ) 
whereby he was known from all other 
States and Kingdoms in the world, ſo it 
hath a number of names belonging to the 
—_ parts and members thereof, to 

iftingniſh one from another , as in the 
I7» pterzand third verle , The Beaſt 
was fwll of names of blaſphemy. As the 
true Church, which is that body whereof 
Chriſt Ieſus onely is the Head, is compleat 
and furniſhed , when it is coupled and 
knit together by every.joynt and member, 
which Chriſt Ieſus hath given for the 


| furniture thereof ; namely , eApoſttes , 


Prophets, Ewvangelifts, Paſtours and 
Teachers : So this falſe Charch being fur- 
niſhed with thoſe parts and members 
which thar great red Dragon hath inven- 
ted and fet upgander the title of Miniſters 
of Chriſt, ro work upon the children of 
diſobedience ; namely , the Pope, Patri- 
arches , (ardinals.,; Arch-biſhops , Biſhops, 

»Apch-deacons. Abots,Priors,Prebends 

E5 


Canons, 


# POE ns 


or Beatt; being furniſhed: Fe theſe niem- 


bers, are the full mmber of hisname ;that 


15, they are the number of whom the: Car 


tholike Charoh confiſtetlr, and from them | 


al -inferioar power and-ofhces of Miniftry, 
2s Monks; Friers; Parions; Vicars, Cueatst 
and |cfuirsarederiyeds This Eumderſtand 
tbe the number of his tame, atut this g2> 
mn agreeth with: that in the'yerſe 


fo:lowing ,. whete it is ſaid; let him that , I 
| havh uncerftanding count rhe manber of j 


th Beaſt, whar cart beunderitaodbit rhe 
Number of the particntar parts wiitreof 
heconfiftbds > Ami vwheret is ſaid , Foy 
#45 the numibero fa art + What can be ur 
derftoodtbuc char: if bears the! reſetn- 
bianceand likenefle of aman? as follow- 
et to bedectared. This woſee who may 
buy and{ell wwthis Kingdomand who may 
not. 

Heres wiſdom; lot bins that oh amuler- 
Standing counrthe number of the Beaſt, fat it 
a the * nnwbey of a 1s; and bis. number 
& 66E: 

Heros thewerk fulty weliar-:is void 


COP Regiſters, 
4g winks — reſt. fele&ted Sy- 
nod or Coundell : ſo.( Tay ) this Church 


3 $0: fo holy hi iter hots BY hath, 4 yabo 


of the Revelation of Teſiu (Wilt, 55 
in ſearching out this myſtery , and that is 


| wiſdomand underſtanding, not ſuch as is 


from beneath , but from aboye . which 
commeth down from the Father of lights, 
from whom comtneth every good and 
erfect gift, he it is that giveth wildome 
o the ſiinple, and the underſtanding of his 
fecrets to: thole that feare him ; which 


' fhould teach thoſe that defire to know the 


Myſteries of his will,to labour to be ſuch 
as to whom he hath promiſed to reyeale 


' | them, then whatſoever we aske, we ſhall 


. receive of him, for to ſuch he giveth libe- 
 rally,and upbraiderh not. 


Secondly, here is ſhewed a dire&iornt 
bow to imploy a mans. wiſdom in finding 
our this Myſterie, and.thar is, by /counting; 
or reckoning the number of this Beaſt. : 
Thirdly, areafonwhy the number of 
the Beaſt is to be counted, Becaxſe it 15 rhe 
number of a man ; that is, it agfreeth, with, 
and is anſwerable to the parts of a man, 
ahd {o'is the more cafily to be found :. for 
& we know the true Church of. Chriſt is 
compared in the $ criptures tothe naturall 
ody.of man; as in x Cor. 12.12. For as 
4! the menobers of that one yody being many 

4 pre of Bf 


— 


| ber of the Beaſt , and fo 
Interpretation of this Scripture. | 


| ber Idonot underſtand any {et number; | 
_ * 4nd that the parts and members of the 
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56 Ln E xpoſition of the 13 Chapter 


are one body, ſo alſo is Chriſt Jeſu :- And in | 


the 27. verſe, the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
Church of {orinth , he faith : Tee are the 
body of Chriſt,and members in particular fc, 
So inthe Epheſ.t.22,23, Chriſt #s given to. 
be Head over all things, to the Church whych 
# his Body. Thus as the true Church 1s 
called and compared to a body ; fo the 
Catholikes affirme,that they onely are that 
Church,and that Body ; and thart the par- 


ticular parts and members of their Church | 


are the full number thereof. Now whereas, P 


the ſay they are the Church)let us ſay they 
are the Beatt. And whereas they fſay,theit 
particular parts and members make up the 
number oh ChurchJler us ſay their pars 
ticular parts8 members make up the num: ; 
we "2s the true. 


Further, here is ſet down the gumber” 
of the Beaſt, which is 666. By this num-- 


Beaſt are no more not lefle, bat thereby I 


underſtand 3s ineant A full and com- | 


Pleat riinber , as before was ſhewsd-:. 
A all the * patts and members of a , 


pai joyged together make d whole b 


of the Revelation of Teſiu Chrift, iy 


fe man, 1o ds the particular parts and 


| members of the Beaſt make a perfe&t and 
} entire Beaſt, Thus briefly , according to 
{ the ability which God hath giver me, I 


| der the forme 0 ny 
. The firſt Beaſt repreſenting the - Gene= 
| rall Counſels, or (as the Papiits call it) 


have gone over this Chapter , wherein 1s 
briefly ſet forth the workers of iniquity, 


which have done, and yet ftill do pre- 


vaile over Gods people , undex the title 
of Miniſters of the Goſpell, and Church 
of Chrift , as they were repreſemed utes 

£ three {everall Beaſts: 


the Catholike Church. The fecond 


1 Bealt re relenting the Port. : And 


the third Beaſt, the PRovIiINnCIAL 


 CouncELs, which were eftabliſhed 


by the Pope . | 4 

The which three Beaſts bearing rule. 
and Dominion in theſe times .whereinte 
we are fallen, and being enemies and op-- 
poſers of Chriſt and his Kingdom , it 


1'doth behoove us to know them , to. the. 


end that wee. may elſchew them! and 


| their cvill wayes, and {eek after the truth, 
. | making ſtrait ſteps ynto the Kingdom of 
God 


Now, that we our {elves may make parti- 
_ _ enlar 


o® An Expoſitionef the xy, Chiptiy | 


cularuſe hereof, it is neceflary for us th 


exatnine the Nationall Synod, or Convo-| 


cation, conliſting of the Prelacy anil Cler- 


gie of the Land, who whilft they remai- 
ned under the yoke and bondage of the. 


Churchof Reme, and whilit they exerct- 


ſed their power, which was firit given 


them by the Pope, for;and in the behalfe 


of that Church and Dominion , they were 


the very Image of the firſt Beaſt before 


mentioned : But being now ſeparated. 


from the Pope, and Church of Rome, they 
think (as it ſhould ſeem) that their {piritu- 
all Pontificall power and authority which 
they exerciſe is lawfull and warrantable, 
aud to be ſubmitted unto : They being 
gathered together, boaſt themſelves ro be 


the repreſentative body of the Church of 


{azd, and the true Church of Chriſt, 


and that they have power to make Laws 


and Canons for Goyernment thereof, arid 


for the worſhip of God, which all men 
_ to yeeld obedience unto, as appex: 
re 

AONs 


by divers of their Bookes of Ca 


But we are not. to take this upon their 


word , but to make rriall thereof by the 


Word of Gad;whether it be tciie or _ 


of the Revelation of Teſaus (Lift. 79 
Ifthe Werd of God did give them fuch 

power and authority, then indeed we were 

bound jn conſcience to yeeld already obe- . 
4 clever to their Lawes and Canons : But 
tf the moſt wiſe God , and Diſpaſer of all 
-{ things, who knoweth the vanity of mens 
' mindes, would not have his people to hpld 

their faith in reſpect of mens perſons, and 

at their pleaſure to alter ot his the 

fame, and thergfore did not give to any of 

his Miniſters power to make Laws in 

matters of Religion, and for the worſhip 

of God, but gave them power onely ro 

teach the Nations to oblerye the things 

which hc had commanded them, as inthe 

28. of Mathay, the 19. and 20. velcs- 

And the Apoſtle Pal biddeth the Corin- 

thians, I Cor.ITt.i- to be followers of him, 

as hz followed Chriſt, And in the lame 

Chapter he allo ſaith, That which ha had re- _ 
ceived of the Lord , he delivered unto hens, 35 IFo 
| Allo the Aſſembly of the Apoltles and El- 
ders of the Church of 1ernſateas ,, thev 
would-not impoſe any yoke of bondage 
upon the Churches of Chrift, but held it 
to be atempring of Gad fo to do.as befere 
hath been ſhewed : And:this agreeth with 
that-im Dewte 12 32. Whatſvever 1 _ 
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$r An Expoſition of the13 Chapter _ 


mand you, take h:ed you do it ; Thou ſhalt put 


rothing thereto, nor take ought therefrom : BY 
which Scriptures it is plain, that the chiet- 

eſt Miniſters of the Goſpell had no {uch 
power as theſe Prelates preſume to have, 

as we ſhall inde, by examining their par-. 
ticular Canons and Conftitutions,of which 
for examples, I will onely note ſome few 

of their late 2nd beſt reformed Book,made 
eAnm, 1603. inthe firſt year of the 
Kings Majeſties reign, by which it will, 


be apparant, that they paſſe the bounds of | 


Be Subjects of Chriſt, and that they have * 


no power from him to make ſuch Laws ; ' 


bur by ſo doing , they uſurp the place of | 


God to reign in mens con{ciences,for unts 
 himonely it doth belong to make Laws in 
matters of Religion, and for the worſhip 
of God, to which, men are onely bound 
_ to yeeld obedience, without adding , or 
detraQting, and that for this their pre- 
{aumprion , they are liable to the curſe of 
God , being indeed the Image of the Beaſt 
here ſpoken of, that is originally ſprung 
from the Dragon,and hath received power 
of Law-making from him- Concerning 
the firſt and'fecond Canons, wherein they 
pretend their zeal for the abaliſhing of all 

| raign 
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(tion of the Kings Majeitie over the Ec- 
clefiaſticall eſtate , he being the þigheſt 
power under God, to whom all men owe 
moſt loyall obedience ; and that his Ma- 
jeſtie hath the like authority in Cauſes Ec- 
eeſtaſticall , as the godly Kings had a- 


mongſt the Iews. To theſe I do moſt. 
| willingly allent and agree : And further 


do detire, that (as the Pope ) ſo the Pre- 
lacy , with all their Antichriſtian Adhe- 
rents which uſurp ſpirituall power and ſu- 


prmſey , above the Majcſtie of Chriſt 


cius, being a ſtrange and forraigne gene- 


ration, brought in and eſtabliſhed in this 


Land by the Pope of Rowe , may alſo bg 


aboliſhed -and caſt out after him : for by 


them the Pope lives in hope hereafter to 
be ſerved, as he hath been heretofore , to 
the great vexation of the Kings and Prin- 
ces of this Land, yea to the lofſe of their 
Crown and lives. My) 


* 


«AS. 2 


Bur to be ſhort, I will proceed to the 


of the Revelation of Teſus (lrift. Rx. 
I forraign power repugnant to the jurildis' - 


FER 


tion ſome few of their Canons , whereby. © - 


iniquity is eſtabliſhed for a Law, and their 


beaſtlinefle diſcovered. In the third Ca» 


non it is enacted, that whoſoever ſhall af= 
firme the Church of England, by Law eſta» 


bliſhed, 


'$2 An Expoſition of the 12. Chapter 
bſhed, not to be a true and Apoſtolicall 
Church , teaching and maintaining the 
dodrine of the Apoſtles, that perſon ſhall 
bee excommunicated. , ipſo fatto. That 
thereare ſome, yea many doctrines of the 
Apoſtles maintained in the Church of 
England, T do not deny ; fo there are in 
the Church of Rome : But that the Ec- 


clefiaſticall ſtate, or ſpirituall body poli- Þ 


rike, which is called the Church 'of Eng- 
land , which confiſteth of Arch-biſhops, 
Dioceſan Lord-biſhops , Suffragans , 
Deanes, Arch-deacons, Prebends, Canons, 
Chancellours, Commiſlaries , with the 
reſt of the Clergie, as heads and guides 
of that body to go before, and the whole 
multitude of the Layitie ( as they call it) 
which is as the Tayle to follow thoſe 
Heads , that this politicall Body is the 
Spouſe and Church of Chriſt , as they 


affirme in their ſeventh, eighth, and ninth | 


Canons, that I do deny : For firlt, if it 
were trye, that they are the Miniſters -of 
Chriſt, which is his Church , we ſhould 
finde warrant for tkem in his Teſtament, 
wherein is fer down the Miniſters which 
he hath ſer in the Church : namely , A- 
poſtles, Prophets Evatgeliſts , Paſtors, 


and: 


of the Revelation of Teſts (ri. $2 
and Teachers ; and allo their office and 
adminiftration : But in all the New Te- 
ftament, no Arch-biſhops nor Lord-bi- 
ſhops , no Deanes nor Arch-deacons , 
Prebends, Prieſts nor Canons, no Chan- 
cellours, nor Commiſſaries , and other 
their Court-officers , nor any {ach admi- 
niſtrarion, as they challenge and execute, 


can there be found, they are a ſtrange ge: 


necation that is riſen up out of the earth, 
for earthly-minded and yaine men have 
invented them, and therefore: the body 
which conſiſteth of them cannor of righr 
bee acknowledged to bee the Body of 
Chriſt , whoſe Miniſters in reſpe&t thar: 
they are called according to the Com- 
mandement of Chriſt, are from Heaven : 


But it is indecd the Image of the firſt: _ 


Beaſt , whoſe mouth was as the mouth: 


of a Lyon, his body like a Leopard, 


and his feer as the feet of a Beare'; an- 
ugly compounded and deformed mon-. 
ſer. And as their names are ſtrange," 
and different from the Miniſters :of-. 


Chriſt , fo is their practiſe contrary: they” 
are not ſervants to the Flock: and Church 
of Chriſt , and helpers of their joy, bur'® 
_y are IA of 


\ ing 


\ 


ok woe, chaltendg-. 3 


84. An Expoſition of the13 Chapter 
Ing and exerciſing Lordfhip and Domint 
on over their faith ; for in ſtead of a due 
adminiſtration of the Word of God, they 
have mingled a cup of fornication for the 
_ people to drink, that is,deviſed a forme of 
Book-worſhip, with Orders, Rites and 
Ceremonies , which they haye impoſed 


on the people , under the title of Di-J 


vine Service ., and which they muſt 
obſerve without adding thereto , or 


taking any thang from it, as in the 4,678, Þ 


and 14. Canons. 

. Further , they are not painefull 
Preachers , bat lazy Lords ; they are 
_ Not followers of Chriſt and of his Word, 

but are 'contemners thereof , caſting it 
behinde their backs , and will not be re- 
formed , nor ruled by it, they are Law- 
makers much like Nebxchadnezzar , for 
as he would deſtroy all that would not 
_ worſhip his golden Image ; So who- 
ſoever doth refule to yeeld obedi- 
ence to their Lawes , ſhall bee moſt 
ſeverely puniſhed, as is plaine by di- 
vers penalties annexed to their Ca- 
nons. 


In conlecrating and ordaining Prieſts, , 
they are like to /croboam, for as be conle- 
; c crated _ 


of the Revelation of Teſs (rift. 35 
crated whom he would of the baſeſt of 
the people, to be the Prieſts of rhe bigh 
places which he had ſet up, fo do they | 


ordaine for the moſt parr ignorant fel 


lows to be their Pariſh Prieſts and in- 


feriour Miniſters : wherein though 'rhey 


do moſt ab{urdly , yet will they not bee 


contradi&ed , as we may lee bythe 57 


Canon , where it is ſaid , whoſoever jhal 
refuſe to communicate wah 4 dunb and utt- 


' preaching e M m:ſter, Ler him be excommu- 


nated, And although their owne Do- 
tours complaine and cry out againſt it , 
yet they will not amend : amongſt the 
reſt ic is worthy to be obſerved what theit 
own great Champion profound Maſter . 
Hooper ſaith , viz.. That both Arguments © 
from light of nature, Laws and Statutes off 
Scripture, the (/anons that are taken out of 
ancient Synods, the decrees and conſtitutions of 
ſmceres$t times, the ſentences of all antiquity» 
and im a word, every mans conſent and conſci- 
ences againſt ignorancesin them that have the 
cure and chargeof ſoules. If it be {o.how un- 
realonable and beaſtly is it for the Prelates 


| to ordainallow', and approve of ſach for 


the Miniſters of Chriſt , of which there 
are many hundreds in the Land , whom 
Do > E 3. \... 
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the Prelates are not aſhamed to forbid 
to expound the SCripLures , as 1n the 49 


Canon, where it 1s {aid , that ſome of 


- their Pariſh Prickts ſhall not take upon 
them to expormd in their cure, or elſe-where, 
any Scripture , or matter, or detzrine , but 
ſhall onely ſtudy to readg&c, It is greatly 
to be wondred at, that ſo many grave 
heads as were gathered together, and fate 
conſulting about theſe matters , ſhould 
breed and bring forth ſuch abſurd and 
' Impious Canons. If there were nothing 
elſe , this allowance of dumb Miniſters, 
1s ſufficient to ſhew the vanicy of their 
- mindes, and the darknefle of their fooliſh 
| kearts : So that wee may truely fay of 
= them , that when they profetied them- 
' 1elvesto be moit wiſe , by cxalting, and 
. making theraſelves equall with God, in 
. making Laws for the government of 
« his Houſe, the Church, even then they 
' became moſt fooliſh, and voide of judge- 
ment. | 
As-for thebeſt fort of their Pariſh 


© Priefts, which are men of learning, and 


Sifts ; they muſt alſo'be confined within 
heirlimits., they muſt worſhi AC- 


 Cordingtothe rules preſcribed them, s 


| 


© thee 
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theſe their ſpirituall Fathers , -as. in the 
of 35 Canon. £-2x 
fl 1f any Miniſter ſhall omit to uſe the forms 
nf of Prayer , or any of the Orders or (erame« 
| 7s preſcribed in the Communion Book, let 
hum be ſuſpended , and if he do not conforms 
within the ſpace of a moneth, let hims be agpe- 
ſed. The abſurdities and blaſphemies 
contained in that Comon Prayer-book.are 
many-3 which having been diſcoyered and 
laid open by divers Treatiſes already 
publiſhed in print, I will omit, onely 
this I will adde , that inthe impoſing .of- 
that Scrvice Booke , or any other , this 
reat iniquity is committed by the impo=» - 
#6 thereof ; That they do exalt them- 
var both againſt Chriſt , who is — R: 
ded into Heaven, and hath giyen gifts to TE. 
his Miniſters, for the 0" together Ep beſ. Ld 
of the Saints , for the worke of the miniftery, TL Lohan" 
y | 44 for the edification of the Chierch, his" Bar 
| dy; andallo they exalt themſelves againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, who onely hath power Rom, $3: 
h|| 2 help owr infirmities, and to furniſh men * vs * 
4| with gifts, to worſhip God aright. Fur- 26 
ther , their Preachers may not- reach a+. 
gainſt their corcupr Church ſtate and Mis 
niſtry, though they know-it to bee Ants 


w 
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chriſtian, nor againſt the forme of wor” 
ſhip preſcribed in the ſaid Common-pray» 
er Book, nor againſt the ceremonies , nor 
the Government of the Church of England 
by LES Biſhops, Deanes, Arch- 


deacons, and t 


of making and conflecrating Biſhops , 
Prieſts,or Deacons,nor _ the Laws 


and Ordinances Eccleſiaſticall , eſtabliſhed | 


in the {aid Church , whoſoever tranſgrel- 
{eth in theſe things , ſhall be excommunis- 
cated, ipſo fatto,as is plaine in the 4, 6,78, 
and 54. Canons. Thus by excommunica- 
ting and curfing, they labour to maintaine 
and defend their corruptions, but not one 
Jott of Scripture dare they ſhew , and no 
maryaile ; {eeing the whole Scriptures are 
againſt mens inventions and traditions ,'of 


-* - whichnature theſe abnles are , being left 


hereby the Popeand retained and renew- 
ed by his Prelates. As they may not teach 
: _ thele things, ſo on the contrary, 
: may not teach the true and right way 

which Chriſt hath preſcribed in his Teſta- 
ment, how we muſt worſhip God , nor 


hew the true Church of Chriſt ought to 
be gathered and conſtituted, the Miniſters 


"oy there 


ereſt that beare office. in | 
the {ame, nor againſt the manner and form . 


_ © CS ARRIS. 4-6, + held \ aca G_- .* 
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thereof ordained , nor the manner _ iT 
ought to be governed, as a eth in 
he 0.I0,II. Le I2s Cons, Brit 
we may {ec in what bondage their Preach- 
ers are kept, they nauſt hide their Ta- . ; 
lent im the carrh,aud par their candle under 0554 
a Buſhed , leſt men by the light thereokt = 
ſhould come to the |knowledge of the 
truth and believe it. Alſoit is to be ob- 
| ſerved as a generall rule, that none, gone 
or bad, learned or unlearned, can be fuffe- 
red to receive their Orders of Priefthood 
or Deaconſhip, or be admitted to preach, 
or execute a Miniſtery. in their Pariſh _ 
Churches, uuleſle pen" i to conforme ' 
to the worſhip and ceremonies preſcribed - 
by theſe Preiates, and alſo ſubmit to 
their Anti-chriſtian rule and governs 
meht , 'which they challenge to them- 
fclves, as being Lords over all : Thus 
by ſwearing they make their inferiour 
Prieſts to {eli themfelyes to worke 
wickednefſe , which trick ' they have 
cunningly devited to bring the Land in” 
ſubjection to thele Antichriſtian yoke : 
And upon the taking of this Oath;they re- 
ceiye the Prelates Marke, which is cal> 
led in this Chapter, the 2arke of the Beaſt: 

| Fs * which 


e [ 


g> An Expoſmnyunof the 13 (hapter 

which is nnderſtaod to be the Letters of 
Orders under the Prelates hand and Scale; 
to zeſtific that they are made Prieſts or 


Deacons, according ro the Order and Ca-} 


nons preicribed inthat behalfe , in this 
their Couvncation,as we may {ce in the 


36; 48, and 5o Canons : And for refu- | 


fznp ro worſhip them in theſe things, ma- 
ny are put back, and thoſe that formerly 
tave been ordained, for refuſing 1o to do, 
{ which. they call revolting) have had their 
penall Lawsexecuted upon them ; which 
s-Sulpenhon, Degradation, and Excom- 
munication , and after thele many other 
#ilictions in body, goods and name ; be- 
mg accounted factious and ſeditious per- 


{ons, that have no right to bay or {ell their | 


W ares. | | EEEh 
_ Concerning the people , whereof the. 


Charch of Exoland confiiteth, it is necel#4| 


Exry that we finde them fuch as the Scri 
tures do require , otherwiſe they,ggnll 
be accountcd the Church of Chritt.,- tt 
to this end cbſcrve thele ferv piaces fol- 
lowing : Ezeck, 44+ 19. Thus fawuh the 
Lord, no thr auger uncircumciſed in beart, and 


 Bncirenmciſed m fleſh ſhall enter mto = Sat- 
Guy and the people of ifraei for ſuf- 


Þ {red his Santtnary, and 
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fering ſuch uncircumciſed ſtrangers to en- 
ter into the Sanctuary of the Lord , hee 
calleth them a rebellious you: that had po- 

oken his ( ovenant; 


Andinthe 23 verſe, The Lord teacheth 
his Miniſters to put difference betweene 


the holy and prophane, the cleane and un- 


cleane ; And according to this was the 
practiſe of the Apoſtles in the Pruamitive 
Ape, who by preaching the W ord, gathe- 
red none bur {uch as beleeved, and volun- 
tarily ſubmitted themlelves to walke ac- 
cording to the profeſſion of che Golpell; 
and if? any did cunningly crecp into the 
fellowſhip of the Saints , and not walke 
accordingly , they were to be caſt out oy 


| the Church, as inthe x Cor.5. Likewile 


the Apoſtle Paul, he {eparated the Diſci- 


| ples of Ephcſiss from thoſe that beleeved 
'not; ſo the Apoſtle raught the Corinthi- 


ans, I Cor.6.14,15, fc. Be not anequally 
yoked rog:ther with unbeleevers, for what fel- 
lowſhip hath righteouſneſſe with unrighteouſ- - 


neſſe, And what communion hath 1! ht with 


darkneſſe ? And what concord hath (rift 
with Belial* Or what part hath he that be= 
leeveth with an Infidell * And what agree- 
ment hath the Temple of God with "_ 

| —_ 


5 8 
x" 5%, "op 
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For ye are the Temple of the Living God, as 
God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and walke| 


_ religious and prophane, not one 


| by bodily puniſhments to be conformable 
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m ther, and I will be their God, and they ſhall 
be my people ; Wherefore come out from a- 


mongft them,and be ye ſeparateſaith the Lord,\ 


and touch not the uncleane thino, and 1 vill re- 
Cee you, D 

Now. if we compare the. Church of 
England with thele Scriptures , we ſhall 
finde that the practiſe and proceedings 


© thereof, hath been, and is contrary. Theſ 
people thereof (for the moſt part) are ſuch | 
_ as viſtblyand apparantly live inall kinde 
of licentiouſneſle,. and in their workes] 


deny God, being abominable and diſo- 
bedient. For thele Lordly Prelates be- 


ing armed with the Sword of Civill au- ]. 


thority , and having the Law of their 
fide, they have not jp 
ching to draw men to the obedience 


of the faith and to the fellowgthip of | 


the Golpellapart from the prophane and 


wicked, that ſpeak evill of the waies of * 


the Lord $*baut they haye compelled 


boured by painefull 


and inforced all forts of "__ > both 
feare God, bur al{o ſuch as feare him not, 


y fuch as Y* 


ha 


o 
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z| £0 the profeſſion which is by. their Cano 
ef Law, Raþliſhed in this Church : As 
{| the Word of God, that. Sword of the 
;-| Spirit were not mighty enoagh in opera» 
{| tion for the gathering together of the 
--| Saints. Thar this is their practiſe is plain 
by the 90. and 114. Canons, where it is 
xF| faid, that Miniſters and Church-wardens 
11] muſt preſent alt perſons above the age of 
»s| thriteen years, that come not to the 
ef Church and receive the Sacraments , after 
h | which preſentation , if they doe not con- 
e | forme > they ſhall bee excommunicated , 
5] impriſoned , and have their goods atta- 
> | ched:: This is the means which hath been 
= | uſed forthe gathering of this Church. of 
” me » whereby they have confounded 
r Jand mingled them together/;3\ whom © - 
1 | God hath commanded to be ſeparated." 
e [wherein what do' they lefle thenthink 
f [themfelyes witer and {tronger then God s. 
d The Word of Godis the ſeed' whereby 
f {tbe Church of Godis begotten, and thole. 
| Jrbat are begotten by any other means 
1 Jare baſtards, and not Sonnes : for 
$.that Woman is an Harlot which 
hath Children by awy but her _law-. 
tall Husband : G that Church whole. 


'3 
» 
- 


0 
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. members are gathered by any other way 
or means, then by the W ord of Got ff per- 
{wading and moving their hearts, thetlame 
IS not ; Church of Chriſt-: But this hath 
been the manner of gathering the Chuich 


of England, and therefore it is unworthy 


to be adorned with the title of the Church, 


but ought to be accounted the Image of 
the firſt Beaſt before ſpoken of , that 1s, of 
Great Babylon, which is an habitation of D- 


vels, an hold of foule Spirits, and a Cage of 


every unclean and hatefull Bird. 

And for confirmation hereof, by the tc- 
ſtimony of their own mouthes, let us but 
conſider the eſtimation which the mem- 
bers of this Church have one of another : 
Some there arc amongit them who for 


making more conſcience of their wates 


then the reſt, are in dirifion called P-rs:ars 
or Precifians ; theſe on the contrary ſeeing 
the ungodly converſation of the reſt of 
their brethren , eſteeme them as wicked, 
> Ing carnall, and unregenerate men, 
uch as ( for the moſt part) are mockers 


contemners,and eyill ſpeakers of the truth, 


and in whom is no appearance of Relig1-: 
on,and the feare of God; and thercfore |, 
vhey diſtinguiſh the better ſort from thele 

| prophane || . 


f 
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Þ prophane perſons, by the name of Pro7 
DB fefſowis: This is the eftimation whica 
| they have one of another, which 1s a-ma- 
|} nifc{t note that they arc not come into the 
| order of the Church of Chriſt. 

'| I deny not bur there are many amongſt 
» | them, that arc the Saints and Servants of 
Chriſt, that are godly and i Ways 


which ſo far as they know, they labour to 


- | yeeld obedicnceto the Commandements 
f | of Chrift ; and although by meanes of 
their Guides which make them to crre and 
0 aſtray , keepinp them m IPNOrance of 
T Þ this doctrine , yet it ſhall go well. with. 
- | them : Such perſons (I fay ) as fitt ſtones 
for the buildiug of the Church of Chriſt, 
J but ſo long as they remaine in this confu- 
eS | fon, they can no more be faid to be the 
"5 | true viſible Church of Chriſt, then a heap 
g | of ftones fitted for a building can be aid 
wo be a Aouſe , therefore they muſt be 
d, ſeparated from the wicked, and placed 
> | together, according to the order pfeicn- 
Sz | bed by Chriſt Jeſus, and practifed by. his 
tb; | Apoſtles, as in the New Teſtament,before 
21- I they- can belſq eſteemed. wh 

Ye |, As theſe Prelates will have this Church 
ele | of England to he accounted the rac 
EE: | Charch 


© people ought to walke, and by {o doing, 
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Church of Chriſt, {o they will have the 


true. Church of Chriſt to be accounted 
falſe, {chiſmaticall, and herericall, as the 
9. Io. and 11. Canons: by which it doth 
appear, that if any people ſeparate from 
this corrupt Church ſtate, and joyne toge- 
ther apartfrom the wicked and prophane,' 
$0 walke in all the waies and ordinances of 
Chrift preſcribed in his Teſtament , ac-! 
knowledging Chritt Ieſus to be the onely 
King, Lord, and Law-giver, in matters of 
Religion,and the worſhip of God, which 
is the true and right rule wheceby Gods 


they become indeed, the true Charch of 
Chriſt, ro whom he hath promiſed Nis Pre- 
. fenceand bleſſing : yet notwithſtanding, 
Gn are for this to be accounted! 
Schiimatikes, and to be excommunicated, 
zpfo fatto, as holding wicked crrours. T hus 
they _ their moutkes wide, to {peake 
evill of the waies of God , whereby allo 
they appeare to be the very Image of the 
Beaſt , that blaſphemed the Tabernacle 
of God, as is ſhewed before , upon the 


{xth yerle. 


Further, whereas the Apoſtles did or- 
daine divers Elders in every Church, to 


whom 
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of Chriſt, whereof the Holy Ghoſt had 
made them Overſeers : On the contrary, 
thefe Prelates, inſtead of Elders to feed” 
one Flock; they do ordaine one idle Prieſt. 
to befed of divers Flocks ; that is, fome 
to have two, ſome three, and ſome foure 
Benefices ; and this they are not aſhamed 
to publiſh, as appeareth in the 4.x Canon, 
by which it is allowed, that Licences and 
Diſpenſation ſhall be granted ro Maſters 
of Arts, and other Graduates, to have plu- 
rality of Benefices, fo that they be within 
the compaſle of 30. miles. _ 
Concerning their Copes , Surplices , 
Crofling in Bapriſme, and other therr foo- 
liſh Ceremenies, which they themſelyes 
acknowledge to be things indifferent, yer 
thoſe that refuſe touſe ther, through the 
tenderneſle of their conſciences, are there- 
fore greatly afflicted and perſecuted, ſo 
farare they unlike the Apoſtle(who wonld 
not uſe neceſſary things, rhat were offten- 
ſive to his brethren)as that rhey themlelyes * 
will, not onely uſe thoſe things which are 
unneceffary., bur alſo in their uſe , juſtly 
ſcandalous and offenſive ; yea, and com- 


pelltheirbrethren alſo i uſe Seb | 
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| whom they gave charge to feed the Flock 
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filling themfelves with the {po! 
"Brethren, whom they —_ as Lions; 


if they refuſe, they ſhall: eajoy: neither li-- 
berty, nor worldly poſſeſſions. - How un- 
worthy this their practiſe is, for thoſe that 
would be accounted Chriſtians \, let the 
world judge : certainly, it.is ſo, contrary 
to Chriſtian charity, as that it js "to be ac- 
counted Heartheniſh impiety, and beaſtly 
cruelty and it is a Marke in their forcheads 


to teſtifie. unto the world that rhey are 


thoſe which our Saviour Chriſt {peaketh 
of , 1hat ſhould-coze in Sheeps clothing, (that 
is, pretending themſelves to be the Mini- 


fters of . the Golpell, and- fych as defire- 


- 
1 


peace aud unity), xt inwardly. are ravenmy : 


\ 


Wolves : {ach as do' ſow trite and conten- 
tion, and by this meanes they you rich, 
e of their 


Beares and Leopards, fill themſelves wich 
their prey» ; | 
Theſe , and many other cvils by their 
Canon Law eſtabliſhed, and to the diſho- 
nour of God, and vexation of his people 


daily praCtiſed, have been much oppoſed, 


and the iniquity of them ſufficiently ma-. 
nifeſted, butas yet it remaineth like unto: 


the Decrees of the Medes and Perſians; 


that may not be changed : yea, they _ 


_ 
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and ſay (like their old Mother) that with- 
out their Laws, the Church of Chriſt 
. would run into confuſion, as. if the Teſta- 
ment and Laws. of Chriſt were not {ufft- 
cient for the government of his Church 
and Kingdo:in. Thus, they open their 
mouthes, and reproach the Almighty : But 
he who fitteth in the Heavens laugheth them to 
ſcorne, and will yexe them m his ſore diſplea- 
ſxre,.it they repent not. __ | 

- By theſe few examples of their wick- 
ed practiſes, I have briefly ſhewed, that 
this Church. of England ſtill 'remaineth 


. [under the bondage: of Antichriſt, and is 


ruled and goyerned by the Image of the 
Beaſt, mentioned in this 13 Chapter, 
which uſurperh that power, which is onely 
proper to Chriſt Jelus. © Ek 
And whereas it is objected in the behalf 
of the Church of England, that it is falle,, 
and ſeparated from Babylon, the univerſal 
Church of Rowe, and therefore it is th, 
true Church of Chriſt, and needs no othe, 
ſeparation: 


To this I anſwer, that true ir is., that 
great City is now divided into three 
parts,as was foreſhewed' in the 16 A | 
ter of this prophelie, and the Cities of the 
£ G 2 Nations 
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Nations (that is, the Nationall Churches, 
| whereof the Church of England is one,) 
are fallen from it; but this is no argut- 
ment that | therefore they are the trae 


| Churchesof Chriſt, that are divided from |. 
Rome, unleſſe they be united and joyned| 


to Chriſt, and framed and: built together, 


according to the patrerne preſcribed in his |' 


Teſtament. 
It is indeed an argument, that this king- 
dom ſhallnor long ſtand , as our Sayiour 
Chriſt reacheth, Mar. 12. Every kingdom 
divided againſt it ſelfe, 1s brought to deſolati- 
on : andevery City or Houſe divided againft 
:t ſelfe, ſhall not Sand. e And if Satan caſt 
ont Satan, he is droided againſt hunſelf : how 
ſhall then his kingpom and ? Thus by the 
diviſion of this Great City, Gods people 
may receive comfort, and rejoyce in afſu- 
red hope, that the fall and deſtrution of 
Babylon is neare, and that the Lord will 
ſhortly be avenged of their | iniquities , 
which ſhould teach us, to come ont from 4- 
mongt them, that we partake not of their fins, 
and ſo receive of their plagues, and to have no 
fellowſhip with their unfraitfull workes 0 
darkneſſe, but rather reproye them , and Fled- 
fa#tly reſiſt and fight agamſt them» So ſhall 


we receive «ef (rown of 
2) | God the _—_— ledge fag ive at — 
-| pearing. To whom be glory a Dommi 77 
Ie conchany ever, eAmen. 
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i BELLY 20. 4» - 
. [e-LudT ſaw theſoules of them that were be. 
| headedfor the wimeſſe of Teſics, and for the 
tl Wordof God,and which had not worſhiped 
mM the Beaſt, negher his Image, neither had re- 
"| ceivedhis Marke upon ho foreheads , oy 
| in their hands, and they lived and reigned 
- with Chriſt athouſandyears. 
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